
The analysis is based on 4-card Majors, Weak No-Trump (Strong NT mentioned), Transfers and Weak
Two Openings in 3 suits.

10 2
K
QJ10 986
AJ72

53 A987
AJ 10 53 962
42 A75
KQ54 10 93

KQJ64
Q874
K3
86

HCP Makeable contracts
11     NT

N 3 2
10 8 S 3 2

E 1
11 W 1

Board 1 : Dealer North : Nil All
West North East South

1D P 1S
P 2D                      P P
2H P P 2S
P P

Although North only has 11 HCP, this hand is worth opening as it
has a nice 6 card suit which can be rebid and also has the back-
up of another 4 card suit.  6/4 usually play well.
2S from South should show at least 5S and some support for
diamonds.   This contact will play well and it will take careful
defence to hold it to 8 tricks.

KQ982
J
A742
A32

10 543 J
AKQ7 10 93
QJ3 K 10 986
86 Q 10 97

A76
86542
5
KJ54

HCP Makeable contracts
14     NT

N 3 1 4 3
12 6 S 3 1 4 3

E 1
8 W 1

Board 2 : Dealer East : NS Vulnerable
West North East South

P P
1NT 2S P P

P

West opens a weak 1NT, 3rd in hand.   North has a reasonable
suit and should overcall 2S.   Some play this bid as showing 5S
and 4 of a minor suit.   South does not have enough to raise this
contract but 10 tricks are available due to the favourable position
of the cards.



9532
AK6
AKQJ3
10

876 K 10
Q97 10 5432
10 72 54
K742 J865

AQJ4
J8
986
AQ93

HCP Makeable contracts
17     NT

N 4 7 3 7 6
5 4 S 4 7 3 7 6

E
14 W

Board 4 : Dealer West : All Vulnerable
West North East South
P 1D                   P 1S
P 4C                   P 4NT
P 5H P 6S
P                        P                     P
North’s bid of 4C is a splinter bid showing 4 card spade support,
18 to 19 HCP and a singleton or void in Clubs.
The Spade contact has been agreed by the 4C, so therefore 4NT
is looking for Aces.   Roman Key Card Blackwood counts the
king of trumps as an ace, 5H shows two of the 5 key cards, so
declarer will stop in 6S, knowing they are missing one Keycard.
As the cards lay 13 tricks can be made.
In match point pairs, some will go for the more risky 6NT.

AK 10 6
K87
A
J8652

54 Q73
QJ42 A 1065
Q932 K864
AKQ 10 9

J982
93
J1075
743

HCP Makeable contracts
15     NT

N 1
14 9 S 1

E 1 3 4 3
2 W 1 3 4 3

Board 3 : Dealer South : EW Vulnerable
West North East South

P
1NT                    P P P

If  West  opens  with  a  12-14  1NT, bidding  is  likely  to  die
there  unless  N/S have a  convention  to  show  the  black  suits,
in  which  case  7  tricks  are  available  in  spades.
Nine tricks are available for E/W in NT.
Those  playing  a  15-17  1NT  opening, should  reach  a  heart
part  score,  with 10 tricks  available , so long as declarer plays
towards the KD. The best North can do is cash their three top
tricks - AS, KS and AD.



K96
Q965
KQ42
Q8

AQJ52 10 8743
84 AKJ3
J9 6
K654 AJ2

-
10 72
A10 8753
10 973

HCP Makeable contracts
12     NT

N 2
11 13 S 2

E 3 1 5 1
4 W 3 1 5 1

Board 5 : Dealer North : NS Vulnerable
West North East South

1NT                2C                    2D
4S P P                       P

2C by East over 1NT, usually shows both majors.  With 7 losers
opposite, with the West hand most partnerships will bid 4S.
The 1NT opening will aid declarer in placing the high cards to
make this contract with an overtrick.

J 10 76
J92
QJ8
AK2

KQ95 832
10 43 K8
AK 10 53 72
5 Q98764

A4
AQ765
964
J 10 3

HCP Makeable contracts
12     NT

N 1 2 2
12 5 S 1 2 2

E 1
11 W

Board 6 : Dealer East : EW Vulnerable
West North East South

P P
1D X                    P 2H
P P                    P

With 9 losers, South should not open the bidding.  If  North
scrapes  up  a  double  on  this  flat  hand, South  still  has  9
losers, but  the  11  points  justify  a jump to 2H  to show  a  4+
suit and 9-11 points.  The North hand has shown all its values
and should not raise the 2H unless pushed by West.

After the Ace ad King of Diamonds and a diamond ruff, declarer
will be held to 8 tricks.



95
J 10 985
984
Q86

K876 AQ 10 42
AQ3 K72
52 K 10
K943 J75

J3
64
AQJ763
A 10 2

HCP Makeable contracts
3     NT

N 2 1
12 13 S 2 1

E 3 3 3
12 W 2 3

Board 7 : Dealer South :  All Vulnerable
West North East South

1D
X P 2S                      P
P P

The key to this hand is that although East has an opening bid
opposite their partner’s double, the KD is more than likely in the
wrong place and this hand needs to be down-graded accordingly.
Any aggressive bidders will be punished on this hand as only 9
tricks are available on careful play.

AK96
Q98
42
8763

Q54 832
KJ543 A
A7 J 10 53
AKJ Q 10 954

J 10 7
10 762
KQ986
2

HCP Makeable contracts
9     NT

N
18 7 S

E 3 1 2
6 W 3 1 2

Board 8 : Dealer West : Nil All
West North East South
1H P 1NT P
2NT P 3NT P
P P

West’s rebid of 2NT is showing 18-19 HCP.   Although East has a
singleton in partner’s suit, the quality of the two minor suits
justifies a raise to 3NT.

A diamond lead from South will give the declarer 9 tricks.   If
South manages to find a spade lead then declarer will only make
8 tricks,



Q83
32
9543
AJ86

K754 10 92
10 9 A
KQ6 AJ 10 87
10 952 KQ43

AJ6
KQJ87654
2
7

HCP Makeable contracts
7     NT

N 4
8 14 S 4

E 4 3 3
11 W 4 3 3

Board 9 : Dealer North : EW Vulnerable
West North East South

P 1D                   4H
X P 5C P
P X P                       P
P

South has a clear overcall of 1D and North’s QS and AC
contributes to 10 tricks.

If West is brave enough to double 4H for take-out, E/W will find
the very good contract of 5C doubled which goes off one for a
minus 200.  There are some pluses in the West hand.   The K and
Q of Diamonds are good cards, also there is a possibility that East
may have 4 spades,  as  there  will  be  few  hearts  in  the  hand.

2
764
QJ5
QJ9865

Q84 A 10 76
K9 AJ108532
K 10872 4
432 7

KJ953
Q
A963
AK 10

HCP Makeable contracts
6     NT

N 4 2
8 9 S 4 2

E 4 1
17 W 4 1

Board 10 : Dealer East : All Vulnerable
West North East South

1H                    1S
X                      2C 4H                    5C
X P P                       P

This is an interesting hand as each player has more than one
option in the bidding.   East could open 4H but many players do
not like this option as this type of bid should deny 4 cards in the
other major. The hand is far too good for a 3H opening, with the
two singletons.

If East opens 4H, then double is the best bid from South.   N/S
will still get to 5C; West may bid 5H but doubling 5C is best.

The defence can only take a Spade, a Heart and a Diamond trick
against 5C.



AK64
K82
AK
J653

10 8752 QJ9
QJ7 543
65 J97
A98 Q742

3
A 10 96
Q 10 8432
K 10

HCP Makeable contracts
18     NT

N 3 5 5 2 5
7 6 S 3 6 5 2 5

E
9 W

Board 11 : Dealer South : Nil All
West North East South

P
P 1C P 1D
P 2NT P 4D
P 4S P 6D
P P P

After North shows a balanced 18-19 HCP, South’s 4D is Keycard.
North shows 3 of the 5 keycards and the small slam will be bid.

There are only 11 top tricks available but the 12th comes from a
squeeze on West.  When declarer plays off the diamonds West is
discarding first and cannot hold 3 hearts and a spade.

A64
K8763
K84
97

K9 QJ7532
AQ54 J92
AQ93 5
J85 AQ6

10 8
10
J 10 762
K 10 432

HCP Makeable contracts
10     NT

N 1
16 10 S 1

E 1 2 3 3
4 W 1 2 3 3

Board 12 : Dealer West : NS Vulnerable
West North East South
1D                      P                      1S                      P
1NT                    P                      3S                      P
3NT                    P                       P P

Offered  a  choice  of  games, West  decides  to  protect  the  red
suit   tenaces and this will  produce  10  tricks.

The  one  chance  for  4S  to  make  is  if  South  fails  to  play  an
honour  card  when  East   leads  a  small  diamond  towards
dummy, playing the 9D and   North  wins with the KD.  Now
declarer  can  throw  two  losing  hearts  or  clubs  on  the  AD
and  QD,  losing  just  the  AS  and  KD  and  either  one  club  or
one  heart.  After  all  this  effort  420 still  scores  less  than  430.



10 53
AJ9
J 10
KJ832

Q98 K2
Q 10 632 K854
Q9862 5
- AQ 10 765

AJ764
7
AK743
94

HCP Makeable contracts
10     NT

N 1 1 2 1
6 12 S 1 2 2 1

E 3
12 W 3

Board 13 : Dealer North : All Vulnerable
West North East South

P 1C                     1S
X                     2S                3H                      P
P                      P

After West’s take-out double, South knows diamonds will be
breaking badly and North probably has long clubs.

If the 2S bid is at the upper end, North will bid again over 3H.
Non-vulnerable 3S is worth bidding and if it get doubled 100 will
score well against 140. At pairs minus 200 is a disaster at this
vulnerability – so leave temptation outside!!

532
AQ932
J2
Q82

AKQ 10 4 98
J76 8
8 AQ10 963
AK75 10 643

J76
K 10 54
K754
J9

HCP Makeable contracts
9     NT

N
17 6 S

E 5 5 4 2
8 W 5 5 4 2

Board 14 : Dealer East : Nil All
West North East South

2D                    P
2NT                    P                   3C                    P
5C                       P                    P                      P

After a weak two in diamonds, 2NT is an enquiry and West is
delighted to find his partner with 4 clubs.
West will just raise to 5C as the slam is unlikely after the weak
two opening.
The gamble pays off – but the smile might not be there if East
had 2 hearts instead of 2 spades!



K6
7
AJ 10 9864
AK4

J84 AQ9732
J 10 8542 3
3 KQ52
752 63

10 5
AKQ96
7
QJ 10 98

HCP Makeable contracts
15     NT

N
2 11 S

E 5 5 4 2
12 W 5 5 4 2

Board 15 : Dealer South : NS Vulnerable
West North East South

1H
P                         2D                   P 3C
P 4C                   P 4H
P 5C P

After 1H opening, 2D should be close to game forcing.   3C by
South implies 5C and 5H. 4C  by North  is  Key card and  4H
shows  either 1 or  3  key  cards.  North  signs  off  in  5C
knowing  that  partner  will  raise  to  slam  holding 3 key  cards.

Unfortunately, from this bidding the lead is coming from the
wrong hand but in this case it makes no difference as there are
not enough trumps in the North hand to make 12 tricks. Two
ruffs of small hearts make up the 11 tricks.

J5
7
K 10 92
AJ9875

K3 Q 10 2
A943 QJ10 86
QJ865 A74
Q4 63

A98764
K52
3
K 10 2

HCP Makeable contracts
9     NT

N 4 1
12 9 S 4 1

E 2 3
10 W 2 3

Board 16 : Dealer West : EW Vulnerable
West North East South
1D                     2C 2H                     2S
3H                      P                   P                      4C
P                         P                   P

E/W are vulnerable on this hand and cannot afford to go to 4H.
South should be prepared to shelve the 6 card spade suit in
favour of the definite in clubs.
In the play declarer can set-up spades for the 10th trick.



J863
Q2
QJ 10 92
106

AK 10 975 Q2
J 10 74 AK653
K7 53
3 QJ94

4
98
A864
AK8752

HCP Makeable contracts
6     NT

N 1 3
11 12 S 1 3

E 5 4 4
11 W 5 4 4

Board 18 : Dealer East : NS Vulnerable
West North East South

1H                   2C
4H P P                      P

The key issue is whether West should show the 6 card spade suit
first and later support hearts.    In a contested auction it is
probably better to bid the known fit.   In this way partner will
know what to do if a sacrifice bid is made.
The  defence   needs to  cash  the  diamond and  club  tricks   to
hold  the  contract  to  plus  one.

K963
972
AQ5
10 95

QJ75 10 2
4 KJ6
K 10 986 J74
A63 KJ842

A84
AQ10 853
32
Q7

HCP Makeable contracts
9     NT

N 4 2 2
10 9 S 4 2 2

E 1 2
12 W 1 2

Board 17 : Dealer North : Nil All
West North East South

P                   P 1H
X 1S 2C                   2H
P 3H P                     P
P

Although West has only 10 HCP, they have the perfect shape for
a takeout double, especially at favourable vulnerability.
South’s rebid of 2H should show a 6 card suit. North, with 9
losers, will play there. The favourable lie of  every  key  card
means 10 tricks can be made.



J94
A7
Q92
A9765

K 10 72 A65
10 632 KQ984
863 AJ
J3 K 10 8

Q83
J5
K 10 754
Q42

HCP Makeable contracts
11     NT

N 2 2
4 17 S 2 2

8 E 3 2 1
W 3 2 1

Board 19 : Dealer South : EW Vulnerable
West North East South

P
P P 1H                    P
2H                       P                 2S                    P
3H                       P                  P                     P

East’s 2S is a trial bid looking for help in the Spade suit.
Although West does actually have help, they have already bid
enough with the hand and should just raise the contract to 3H.

3H will make as there is one loser in each of the suits.

53
AQJ9765
5
876

Q97642 8
4 10
AQJ K 10 6432
10 94 AKJ 53

AKJ 10
K832
987
Q2

HCP Makeable contracts
7     NT

N 4
9 11 S 4

E 5 5 1
13 W 5 5 1

Board 20 : Dealer West : All Vulnerable
West North East South

P                    4H                4NT                  5H
P                     P                    P

Some Wests will open the bidding with this hand, but with such a
poor quality suit, it is not recommended.
Either way, North will bid 4H and East, with such a powerful hand
will bid 4NT showing the minors.
South will do well to take the advanced sacrifice of 5H and West
has the decision, does 5H make, in which case they must bid 6D
These pressure bids make all the difference and should be used
as often as possible.



AKQ975
K 10 4
3
AJ6

10 3 64
632 A9875
KJ7 Q 10 5
K 10 853 Q74

J82
QJ
A98642
92

HCP Makeable contracts
17     NT

N 2 3 6 4
7 8 S 2 3 6 2

E
8 W

Board 21 : Dealer North : NS Vulnerable
West North East South

1S P                       2S
P 3C P                       3D
P 4NT P 5C
P 6S P P
P

Trial bids are usually used to establish if a hand is good enough
for game.  They can also be employed to explore a slam and 3C
asks partner if they have anything else to show.   In this case
South has 8 HCP and the AD and can now show the diamond
control.   This helps North immensely and they can now bid the
slam after checking for aces, knowing partner is not minimum.

12 tricks can be made on any lead as the diamonds can be
established for discards.

The best lead for the defence is a club lead which is difficult from
3 to the Q,

7
Q 10 987
A9
J 10 763

Q 10 95 AJ642
- J62
KQ 10 2 875
AQ852 K9

K83
AK543
J643
4

HCP Makeable contracts
7     NT

N 4 1
13 9 S 4 1

E 1 1 4
11 W 1 1 4

Board 22 : Dealer East : EW Vulnerable
West North East South

P                     1H
X                         4H 4S                   5H
P P P

This hand can go either way as both sides have makeable games
in the majors.   South should sacrifice in 5H as there is very little
defence to 4S.

With a stronger hand, North could redouble or use a splinter bid
of 3S.

It is difficult to double 5H as it not clear that the contract will go
off.  South has a club, a diamond and a spade loser.   If South
does not get a diamond lead, then they will have a chance to
discard the diamond on the KS.



-
Q975
KJ32
KJ975

10 93 AJ42
10 82 AKJ3
764 A95
8643 10 2

KQ8765
64
Q 10 8
AQ

HCP Makeable contracts
10     NT

N 3 3 2 1 2
0 17 S 3 3 2 1 2

E
13 W

Board 23 : Dealer South :  All Vulnerable
West North East South

1S
P                      1NT                  P                    2S
P                      2NT                  P                      P
P

This is a very difficult hand for East in 4th Seat, with 17 HCP and
no clear cut bid.  Pass is probably best but some will not be able
to resist and will double North’s 1NT for takeout, in the hope of
finding partner with 4H.

North could leave South in 2S, as this should be showing 6
spades, but North has 10 HCP and has just enough to bid 2NT.
This contract will make by playing on the diamonds and clubs.

AQ853
864
62
AK8

92 J64
AQJ 10 32 95
873 AKQ10 5
53 Q62

K 10 7
K7
J94
J 10 974

HCP Makeable contracts
13     NT

N 2 2
7 12 S 2 2

E 3 3
8 W 3 3

Board 24 : Dealer West : Nil All
West North East South
2H                     2S                 3H 3S
P P                   P

This is an ideal hand for opening a weak two in hearts.   All the
points are in the suit and the hand has no defensive values at all.

South has a poor hand but expects that if 3S fails then 3H should
make.  At love all losing 50 or 100 is good against 140.



J3
KQ65
K65
AKJ6

K 10 95 Q876
82 97
AJ98 Q 10 42
Q74 10 52

A42
AJ 10 43
73
983

HCP Makeable contracts
17     NT

N 5 1 5 1 4
10 4 S 5 1 5 1 4

E
9 W

Board 25 : Dealer North : EW Vulnerable
West North East South

1C                   P                    1H
P 3H P 4H
P P P

E/W are vulnerable on this hand and even a desperate West
should refrain from bidding, as they will pin-point most of the
cards for declarer.

4H should be bid easily and 11 tricks are available.   The defence
can only take a spade and diamond trick.

A72
K 10 832
72
Q 10 4

QJ3 10 964
Q76 AJ
93 AKQJ5
J9732 K6

K85
954
10 864
A85

HCP Makeable contracts
9     NT

N 1
6 18 S 1

E 2 3 3 1
7 W 2 3 3 1

Board 26 : Dealer East : All Vulnerable
West North East South

1D P
1NT                    P                   2S P
P                         P

Many West players will not bid over 1D, the more aggressive will
bid 1NT.   2S in the above sequence is a reverse bid showing at
least 17 HCP, with 5 diamonds and 4 spades.
Since West has already stretched to bid, there is little choice but
to leave partner in 2S, which  makes with an  over  trick.



AQJ4
3
KJ54
AK32

3 K765
K 10 94 AQ652
10 96 Q7
10 9875 Q4

10 982
J87
A832
J6

HCP Makeable contracts
18     NT

N 1 4 4 1
3 13 S 1 4 4 1

E 2
6 W 2

Board 27 : Dealer South : Nil All
West North East South

P
P 1D                1H X
3H                     4S                  P P
P

With 4144 hands  it  is standard to  open  the  suit  below  the
singleton.   When 1H is overcalled, double by South should show
4S.
West may  well raise to 3H, as it forces  North into a difficult bid,
but  on  this  occasion only 5 losers  makes  it  easy  to  bid  game.

4S will make on careful play.

853
Q65
K94
J952

J KQ 10 962
K9832 AJ4
Q 10 3 A62
AQ10 8 6

A74
10 7
J875
K743

HCP Makeable contracts
6     NT

N
12 14 S

E 3 4 6 6 6
8 W 3 4 6 6 6

Board 28 : Dealer West : NS Vulnerable
West North East South
1H                      P 1S                    P
2C P 4H P
P                         P

Although there are 12 tricks available in the major suits  or NT,
it is a poor slam  missing  the  AS , requiring the hearts to break
3-2 , and also the QH to be finessable.

N/S will be extremely unlucky if E/W have their bidding boots on
and bid this slam against them.



2
AK3
KQ543
AKJ6

4 AQJ 10 875
864 Q75
A982 J
10 7543 Q2

K963
J 10 92
10 76
98

HCP Makeable contracts
20     NT

N 2 4 3 3
4 12 S 2 4 3 3

E
4 W

Board 29 : Dealer North : All Vulnerable
West North East South

1D                  3S                     P
P                         X                   P                      P
P

Although North has 20 HCP there is no clear two-level opening
with  this  semi-balanced  hand.  North  can  afford to open 1D,
knowing  that  if  partner  cannot  raise  a  response  then  no
game  will  be  missed. East has  a  seven  loser  hand  so  the
best pre-emptive  bid  when  vulnerable  is 3S.   North now has a
perfect re-opening double, which is for take-out.  With 4 spades
and potentially 2 spade tricks, South will leave in this double.
With correct defence, North/South will collect +800 on this hand
without too much work at all.
Some Easts may overcall with 4S, so the motto of this hand is be
careful what you pre-empt with when  vulnerable!!

Q92
QJ7
J64
10 764

J 10 864 K3
A5 10 964
AK98 Q5
KJ AQ953

A75
K832
10 732
82

HCP Makeable contracts
6     NT

N
16 11 S

E 5 3 3 4 4
7 W 5 4 3 4 4

Board 30 : Dealer East : Nil All
West North East South

P P
1S P 2C P
2D P 2H P
3NT P P P

Playing a weak 1NT, East should not open this hand 1C as there is
no rebid over partner’s 1S response.

From the above bidding, North may find the QH lead, which is
the best lead for the defence.   However, West should be able to
make 10 tricks here as South has to find 3 discards on the clubs,
and will have to discard hearts in order to retain four diamonds.



J96
J 10 862
J8
QJ6

K832 A10 4
5 AK74
9752 K63
K432 A87

Q75
Q93
AQ 10 4
10 95

HCP Makeable contracts
6     NT

N 1
6 18 S 1

E 2 2 2 1
10 W 2 2 2 1

Board 31 : Dealer South : NS Vulnerable
West North East South

P
P                          P                 1H                    P
1S P 2NT P
P

East’s  rebid  of 2NT  confirms 18-19 ,  and  West  with  a
singleton  heart, only  6  points  and  no intermediate cards
should  pass.

A diamond lead from South, will allow this contract to make with
an overtrick by ducking a black suit.   Any other lead and declarer
will be held to 7 tricks.

AKQ42
95
10 72
J86

76 853
AKQ10 6 842
AQ4 95
AKQ 10 7532

J 10 9
J73
KJ863
94

HCP Makeable contracts
10     NT

N 1
24 0 S 1

E 4 4 1 2
6 W 4 4 1 2

Board 32 : Dealer West : EW Vulnerable
West North East South
2C                      2S                      P                        P
X                         P                       3C                      P
3H P 4H P
P P

North has a perfectly good overcall of 2S, even over a 2C opening
bid.   East passes  knowing   that West will re-open either  by
showing  a  long  suit  or  making  a  take  out double.   East now
bids 3C and when West bids 3H, this is 100% forcing, so with zero
HCP East must raise to 4H.

With  no  entries  to  dummy  to  take  the  diamond  finesse
West needs to go for a diamond ruff before drawing trumps.
This will yield 5 heart tricks, 3 clubs tricks, AD and a diamond
ruff.


