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EBED Spring Simultaneous Pairs ~ Monday 13" May 2019

Welcome to the English Bridge Education & Development (EBED) Simultaneous Pairs.

The proceeds raised by this event will be used by EBED, the national charity for the promotion and
development of bridge, in support of its objectives to promote the national learning program “Bridge for All” and
especially to improve and develop the infrastructure for bridge teaching in England by expanding our support for
EBTA — the English Bridge Teachers Association

EBED supplies “Bridge for All” teaching materials, organises Minibridge/Duplicate Bridge teacher training and club
director training courses, administers the Junior Award Scheme and supports county organisations and individual
volunteers at the local level to run youth events.

You can read more EBED’s activities in the current issue of English Bridge and at www.ebedcio.org.uk. If you
wish to know more about EBED or to arrange a donation/legacy in favour of the charity, please contact us via
richard@ebedcio.org.uk

Do please encourage your friends to come to play in these events which are open to all and raise vital funds for our work.

We thank you so much for your support!

Donna Wright
Chief Executive

English Bridge Education & Development, Registered Charity No: 1153543

AJ52 Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
v 1064 West North East South
¢ K1062 Pass lv 1a
& AK7 2¢ 2v Pass 24
AQ9 aK43 All Pass
vA7 vKQJ52
¢ A8754 +Q3 This is a knife-edge pairs hand to start with. NS should make 24, providing
%10952 %63 South has the courage to overcall opposite a partner who has passed: it’s not
AA10876 unreasonable, given the vulnerability and nuisance value, provided they have in
v9383 their armoury a check-back whereby a 2% cue-bid by North asks whether partner’s
+J9 overcall is decent or not (the 24 rebid says NOT — and how! — a straight face is
*Q84 required). EW can make 2%, unless the opponents have the wit to lead a trump
Hcp Makeable contracts 1| initially and repeat the dose when next on lead: they can thus make two spades,
s | o | v]|a[NT|| @adiamond and three clubs if they manage to get their timing right.
11 N[-[-]-12]-]]| Results will vary between -50 and +110 for either side. Small results but, at pairs,
10 12 S|1-1-1-12]-1| bigimpacts!
7 Ef1f1]1]-|1
Wl1|1]|1|-|1
A AK5 Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
v AKQ65 West North East South
¢ 106 Pass Pass
282 Pass 1lv Pass INT
A 1076 AQJ84 Pass 2NT Pass 3NT
v2 v110987 All Pass
¢ A854 *J7
#Q10765 SA3 This is how the auction will go at many tables: where South can make an
A932 old-fashioned 24 response to 1%, showing only 8+ HCPs, the final resting-place, if not
v43 the declarer, is unlikely to be different.
+KQ932 Shame! The cards lie very badly. Played by South on a club lead or by North on
#K94 a spade lead, it’s difficult to foresee more than seven tricks accruing. -200 normally
™ Makeable contracts sounds a death-knell at pairs but here it should be worth a fair few match-points.
=1 o lv]|alnT|| Those who manage less than -200 will surely score very well.
17 Nl-T2121-111| When results like this occur, particularly early in the event, it's important to
6 9 S|-|2]1]-]1]| maintain composure and move on without recrimination. Bridge is a tough game....
8 El-[-1-]-1-
W - - - - -
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A Q8653 Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
v7 West North East South
+QJ3 Pass
«Q974 1% Pass lv Pass
AAK107 A9 1a Pass 2¢ Pass
vK4a v AJ10865 3% Pass 3v Pass
¢52 K764 4v All Pass
«~KJ1063 ®A2
al42 One of the more useful features of fourth suit forcing is to transform what
vQ932 would have been a non-forcing bid into a forcing one, as here (i.e. the 14 rebid
¢ A1098 followed immediately by 3¥ would have been invitational only). Here, West is now
%85 happy to raise to game. The only problem for declarer is to make it.
¢ A lead (or a club) would make things relatively simple and barring those, the most
HCP Makeable contracts likely lead is a spade. Declarer will win and try a diamond, king losing to ace.
«|o|v]|a|[NT|| A second spade will allow a diamond discard followed by a diamond duck. Plain
7 N|-1-[-1]-1-1]| sailing now, assuming good guessing. However, some declarers will no doubt lose
14 ; 12 2 3 - ;{ 1 3 their way, so -100 is unlikely to be a complete disaster. Good hand!
W[3]|2]4|1]|2
AJ)974 Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
v5 West North East South
+Q83 Pass Pass Pass lv
% KJ1063 Pass 1a Pass INT
AK62 41083 All Pass
vA1092 vKJ83
+1054 *K9762 This hand illustrates perfectly why a 1NT rebid promising 15-17 HCPs is superior
*Q74 9 to the more traditional 15-16. OK, some form of check-back is now quite important
AAQ5 to have available but here, where North will have no intention of bidding beyond
vQ764 INT, the final contract is much more comfortable for declarer. Who wants to be in
oA 2NT followed by a misguess in clubs, with four hearts to lose and a failing spade
#A852 finesse?
Check-back normally takes the form of an artificial 2& following the 1NT rebid.
Hep Makeable contracts Here, where hearts and spades have been bid, the next available steps are 2w
w] o] w]|al|NT|| (5-card suit, min) 3% (ditto, max); 24 (3-card spade support, min), 3a (ditto, max);
7 N|[5|-|-]3]|2]|| 2¢ (not 5 hearts or 3 spades, min); 2NT ditto, max). It may look a bit complicated
9 7 S[5]-]1-1312]| butitall makes easy sense).
1 VEV i 1 ~ 1 = I'| Results here will vary widely (between +150 and -200 to NS?)
AAKJ74 Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
v AKS8 West North East South
¢ AQ 2NT Pass 3NT
%165 All Pass
A92 A Q83
vQ109 v65432 There’s nothing to say about the auction, which will be pretty universal | imagine.
+10972 +63 However, it’s just possible to get into 44, when the most that can be lost is a spade
£Q973 & A84 and two clubs, so a simple club to the king makes 11 tricks. No-trumps is trickier
1065 after a heart lead because losing a spade leads to a second heart return and a sure
v)7 heart loser after ace and queen of diamonds are unblocked and clubs are broached.
+KJ854 Those who go for a 3-3 diamond break by overtaking the queen will fare even
2K102 worse. So, the winning pairs line is to take the first heart, unblock ace and queen
of diamonds and exit with jack of spades; then win the second heart and lead a club
o Makeable contracts up: if East ducks (unlikely) win the king and cash 12 tricks. When East goes up with
=1+ 1v]alnt|| the ace, the heart blockage means you can lose only a spade, a heart and a club. Not
22 N|3]4a|2]5]|4]|easy though.
4 6 s{3]4]|2]|5]4]| Therewill be many variations in the play and, again, a range of results.
8 El-]-1-1-1-
W - - - - -
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AA Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
vJ10953 West North East South
4109843 le 2a
&J5 3% Pass 3NT All Pass
A 965 AK73
v- v AKQ2
*AJ62 ¢ K75 This is very hard. 3NT by East in the auction shown is something of an underbid,
~AK10832 »Q64 dictated by the need to protect the spade king. If South declines to overcall, those
AQJ10842 who are able by agreement to force with 3& after an initial 2& response (and they
v8764 will be in a minority) don’t advance the cause by much: West will try 3¢ but East is
*Q then back on the horns of a dilemma — bid 3NT or bash a wild 6NT?
%97 As the cards lie either 6& or 6NT are trivial thanks to the position of the ace of
spades. Queen of diamonds dropping only adds insult to injury.
Hep Makeable contracts No doubt a few brave souls will earn a big score in slam. However, it seems likely
w1 e]lwv]aNT|| that12 tricks in 3NT will be fairly normal.
6 N -|-[-1]-]-
12 17 S| - - -
5 El6|4]|4]2]6
Wl6|4]|4|2]|6
A2 Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
vA643 West North East South
¢ AJ32 Pass
AJ32 Pass 1e 24 Pass
aJa3 AAQ9865 Pass Dble Pass 3%
vQJ102 vK8 All Pass
+KQ9 + 864
*Q54 %107 There will be no clear consensus as to what to open with the North hand, though
AK107 most partnerships should have an agreed style, which is all that matters. East has
v975 a tailor-made weak jump available, which North really has to double for take-out
+1075 in case partner has a penalty double hidden in his pass. West then must decide
#K986 whether or not to compete further. Some will do so, despite the defensive nature
of their hand. Will they get away with it?
HeP NViaKeable contracts The cards lie well for NS, therefore badly for EW. The diamond and club positions
=1 e ]v]alnT|| mean that 3& will make — small comfort if NS exact the maximum from 34 (+200
14 N[3[2]2]-11]| without even the need to risk a double).
11 9 S|13|2(2]-1]1
6 E|-|-]- -
wl-1|-1|- -
A754 Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
vA8 West North East South
¢ Q986 le Pass 1a Pass
%QJ96 4a All Pass
AA863 AKQJ109
vJ9742 v63 The whole hand revolves around West’s choice of rebid. As always, the trick is
oA ¢ K432 to consider the choices available and decide on the merits and de-merits of each.
S AK2 %73 The choices are 34, 44, 44, 4¢ and 4NT. 4NT would reveal that ace of hearts is
a2 missing, which is probably sufficient to ensure a sign-off, but it’s hasty - there is no
vKQ105 reason to assume that East’s trumps are as good as they are. 44 would tempt
+J1075 East into 4¢, after which 4a would announce no heart control and again, trump
%10854 quality would be uncertain. 4¢ would surely result in a 44 bid from East. We are left
with 34, which seems inadequate in view of all West’s controls (the thought of it
HCP Makeable contracts being passed is surely indigestible). 44 is the compromise bid but also the most
& | ¢ | v]|a|NT[| practical effort.
9 N[1|-]1-1-1-1|No answer is fool-proof. There will be those who languish in 64 on the king
16 3 Siii-1-1- of hearts lead, though two heart losers are inescapable anyway. -50 might represent
6 va i 2 z a 20% score?
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AQ4 Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
v Q98 West North East South
#1085 Pass 2a All Pass
+KJ1075
AA AKJ9862
vK763 v52 Playing weak twos (or a multi), a weak 24 looks to be the best evaluation
06432 +KQ9 of the East hand opening: though topside in HCPs, it is aceless and singleton-less.
&AQ43 *86 However, those not playing weak twos may well consider a 14 opening, after
A10753 which the auction could spiral out of control. East’s alternative then would be
v AJ104 to pass — not a disaster providing a controlled sequence to 24 ensues: this ought
NV to be possible but will prove awkward for many (what would West open, for
%92 instance, and what would his rebid be after a 14 response?) It’s part of the beauty
of weak two openings that these problems are avoided.
Hcp Makeable contracts 1| Those who do manage to land in 24 by one means or another should find
& | o | v ]| a[NT|| the contract eminently makeable, thanks to the position of ace of hearts and despite
8 N[1[-[1]-]|1]]|theposition of ace of diamonds.
13 9 S11]-[1]-111| Nothing else will do....
10 El-[-]-]2]-
wl-{-[-]2]-
A 1097 Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vQ10 West North East South
¢ K1074 INT Dble
»]96 2% Dble 2¢ Pass
A6543 aQ2 Pass Dble All Pass
vJ62 v K85
32 +AQ865 West’s 24 bid promises the lower of two biddable suits, by most people’s methods,
*A753 »Q82 which may be the right action on some layouts but not here! Maybe pass would
AAKS be better, after which East can take his medicine in INT doubled or retreat to his
vA9743 5-card diamond suit and play there (also doubled). This hand illustrates perfectly
*J9 why so many players these days avoid the weak NT, even at pairs: after a 1¢
*K104 opening, South will overcall 1¥ and EW are off the hook.
EW are booked for at least -200 if they have to play the hand so defending is sure
ncp Makeable contracts to improve on that. As to what they play in if put to the test, there are many
=] e v a]|nT|| POsSSIbilities — all of them horrid, so it’s pointless to speculate. Determined weak
7 N[2]2]2]2]3]|]| no-trumpers at least should know that this sort of outcome has to be borne with
5 13 S{1]2]2]2]3 ]| dignity, on occasion!
15 Ef-[-]-]-]-
wWl-1|-1-1-1-
AQ742 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
v9654 West North East South
495 INT
SAK2 All Pass
AAJ108 A3
vQJ103 v82
+1063 +KQJ82 It looks as though NS have done well to avoid their 4-4 spade fit, in view
*64 £QJ975 of the nasty 4-1 break, but spades do in fact play much better than NT
K965 because there’s a diamond ruff to be had as well as a heart ruff, to go with two
v AK7 top hearts, two top clubs, a diamond and a trump. That’s eight tricks without
o A7 breathing hard.
21083 By contrast, 1NT is a struggle against the odds. There are six top tricks but
no prospect of stealing a seventh against accurate defence.
Will East decline to intervene when 1NT is passed round? Probably, unless he has
HCP Makeable contracts i . K K X
o lvlalnT|| @system bid available to show both minors, which seems unlikely.
9 Nl -1-1213]_-]| Yetanother poor hand for the weak NT. Maybe this is the theme for the day?
8 9 S|1--12]13]-
14 Ef1f2]-]-]-
wili|2]|-|-]-

Page 5 of 12




EBED Spring Simultaneous Pairs ~ Monday 13" May 2019

A- Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
v 109863 West North East South
¢ AQ97654 Pass Pass 1a INT
&4 2aA 5¢ All Pass
AA432 AKJ875
va?2 VK7 The auction is impossible to predict, largely because North has no satisfactory
+1083 K2 opening bid. His choice is either to pass in the hope of introducing his suits later,
*A876 %J1095 or to open something like 44, hoping that his hearts will contribute one way or
Q1096 another. If he does open 3¢ or 44 he’s quite likely to miss game. However,
vAQJ5 passing initially gives him a good chance of at least being in game: if East opens 14
o) third in hand, as seems likely, partner will either double for take-out or - more
£KQ32 likely - overcall INT. And if East passes there is ample time and space to find
a playable fit. If that proves to be in hearts then the sky’s the limit. Even 12 tricks
HCP Makeable contracts are possible.
=1+ lv|alnT|| Being practical, however, it looks as though game in diamonds may score above
6 N|[1|5|6]|-]|1]||average and game in hearts even better. What about 6¥? That would surely be
8 11 S|11]5]6]-11]|agoldentop!
15 El-[-]-]1]-
wl-1-1- -
AJ)32 Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
v32 West North East South
*6 Pass INT 2%
&A985432 24 All Pass
AKQ9865 AA104
v87 v Q1095
¢J532 ¢ A9 There are many defences against an opening INT. One, which is very flexible, is
K »QJ106 to overcall naturally with a 6-card major, bid 2¢ to show both majors (5-4 either
a7 way) and bid 2& to show either diamonds or any good major-minor two-suiter:
v AKJ64 obviously, there are follow-up sequences to locate a fit and these can be
+KQ10874 complicated. Still, worth a thought. In the absence of such methods, South here
*7 would probably overcall 2%, being unwilling to hide such a useful suit.
All this is academic since here West will bid a non-forcing 24 and buy the contract.
Hep Makeable contracts || If North dares to introduce his clubs, EW have fielder’s choice — start doubling
w] o w]|alnT|| fOr penalties (ouch!) or, if less aggressive, take a reasonably comfortable +140
5 N1 [3]1]-]|-]]in 3s.
9 " 13 2 11311 3 2 Results will vary and will favour EW heavily if North is over-aggressive.
Wl-|-]-[3]1
AJ10643 Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all
vK104 West North East South
¢10 1 Pass
10974 1¢ Pass 2a Pass
aAK7 AAQ95 3¢ Pass 44 Pass
vA852 v97 dv Pass 44 Pass
¢ AJ7654 +KQ 6¢ All Pass
6 »AQJ85
a82 The 14 response may well encourage East to rebid a game-forcing 2a. If so,
vQJ63 the rest of the auction is fairly straight-forward. However, slam may be reachable
9832 even after a 14 rebid: 1%-14-1A-29-39v-44-44-64 (this sequence shows the value
&K32 of playing a raise of the fourth suit as showing any hand that’s very strong for
the bidding to date, without action being clear-cut otherwise). This sort of sequence
Hep Makeable contracts || may prove a bridge too far for less experienced campaigners, which highlights
| o |v]|a[NT|| the virtue of the slight initial overbid in rebidding 2s.
4 N|-1-1-1-1-1|13tricks are available in diamonds, double dummy, but anyone reaching and making
12 18 S|- - || 64 will score extremely well.
6 E|4]|7]3]|3]5
W[(4|7]|4|3]5
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AKJ643 Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
v4 West North East South
¢ AJ973 lv
&K5 Pass 1a Pass 2%
AA2 A Q10987 Pass 2¢ Pass 2NT
vKJ865 v93 Pass 3NT All Pass
+Q6 +1084
%743 %Q109
N This is a text-book sequence to the best game. The trick, of course, is to make it.
vAQ1072 There are eight top tricks and something good needs to happen in order for a ninth
*K52 to appear, which means finding a spade trick or second heart. After the likely
#A862 opening club lead declarer needs to set up the diamond suit and then play a spade
to the king. If it wins his troubles are over. If it loses, he has no choice but to cash
CP Makeable contracts his winners later, followed by a heart finesse. This seems to be the best way
« 1o lvlalnT|| Of combining chances. Obviously, a spade to the jack rather the king will work
12 NI3lsl213]3]| sometimes if not here.
11 4 S|3|5]|3]|3]3]|| Results will vary, with +600 scoring very well and -100 avoiding complete disaster.
13 El-[-]-]-]-
W - - - - -
AQJ54 Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vK98 West North East South
+J109 1a Pass 2% Pass
&A76 2a Pass 2NT All Pass
AA9872 A3
v 104 vA52
¢ A52 +KQ87 In these carefree days, two aces, a king and a 5-card suit will usually prove sufficient
K32 %Q9854 incentive to open the bidding. So the auction from there leads naturally to 2NT by
AK106 EW and no further. OK, 10 tricks are available in a club contract, assuming a good
vQJ763 guess in clubs, but that’s an unlikely landing-ground.
*643 In 2NT the defence can’t set up spade and heart winners all at once, so declarer
210 has the same chance to play South for jack and ten of clubs and secure his eight
tricks for a decent +120. If West opts to pass initially East will usually have
ncp Makeable contracts the chance to open 1 third in hand, giving the possibility of a +130. Note that if
=1 e 1v]alnT|| NSfind a way into the auction, they will not relish the outcome in a heart contract,
11 N|{-|-]-]-]-]|evenundoubled.
11 11 S - There may be something of a mixed bag of results here.
7 El4fa]1]2]2
Wlala|1|2]2
A875 Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all
v9854 West North East South
¢ K64 Pass Pass 1%
*762 1a Pass INT Pass
AAJ643 A 102 2v Pass 2aA All Pass
vJ732 vAQb6
*9 +QJ1072
~A98 %]105 The auction may vary here: East may prefer a 24 bid at his second turn or West may
AKQ9 pass 1NT, given the option.
v K10 All plausible EW contracts look destined to succeed so the choice of resting-place
+ A853 and the card-play will be decisive for the most part. South must be careful to keep
£KQ43 pretty quiet with his unexciting 17-count: a tad too high and enterprising defenders
may pounce. It’s superficially tempting to double 1NT, for instance, but the source
Hcp Makeable contracts of tricks isn’t great and there’s no good opening lead either. Still, the double would
=] e v a]lnT|| test NS aggression if North decides to run somewhere (pass would be a sounder
3 N[-]-]-]-1-1|]| choice, though).
10 10 S| - - - || All very tricky.
17 E|1 231
wWl1|1]|2(3]|1
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AAJ865 Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
v K10432 West North East South
*- 1e¢ Pass
%975 2¢ Pass 2NT All Pass
A 1043 AQ972
vQ9 v A65
+1754 + AK1092 A heart lead will put paid to 2NT but a club lead is more likely. Even then, declarer
*KJ84 SA has an almighty struggle on his hands. 24 is easy but the chance of playing there
K looks to be remote. 34 has some semblance of play, if West can safely sign off there
vis7 and the defence is less than ideal.
+Q863 But will North be able to place nothing but green cards on the table? The temptation
£Q10632 to interfere will be too much for some to resist, no doubt. A heart contract has seven
tricks available but it wouldn’t be possible to play at the one level... And anything
Cp VPR F—— higher will be a Iosing.ploy, vuln.erable, given that EW are all too likely to go minus
e lolvlalNT themselves, left to their own devices.
3 Nl11l-111-1-1|Thissortofhandiswhat makes pairs play such a challenge.
7 17 Sf1]-]1|-]-
8 El-[2]-]1]1
Wl-]2]-|1]1
A 1086 Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vQl West North East South
¢+ 104 1a
~A108642 2¢ 2a Dble 3a
- AA75 Pass Pass 3NT a4
vA53 v38764 5¢ All Pass
¢ AK8532 +QlJ6
%J953 »KQ7 This hand is rich in swing possibilities. Note that after the suggested start East’s
AKQJ9432 double at his first turn shows a good hand, probably including four hearts, and is
vK1092 definitely NOT for penalties. Some would show it as promising 3-card diamond
97 support. At his second turn, however, East has no sensible alternative to trying
-- 3NT. If we're together up to this point, paths will now divide. Some Souths will
chance the heart position and persist with 44, hoping the vulnerability will prevent
Hep Makeable contracts disaster. Others will pass and concede -600 after declarer holds up his spade ace
%] o] wv]|a|NT|| until the third round and finds ace of clubs well placed. Whenever NS persist with
7 N[-|-|-|3]|-]||4s, some EWs will take their small penalty and a few will push on to 5¢. Unlucky!
12 12 S[-1-1-131]-1|5%makesonly when played by East: otherwise ace of clubs and a ruff earns NS a plus
9 E]2]5]2] -3 ]| scoreinstead. What a tantalising hand!
Wl(2|4]|2|-]3
AJ108765 Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
v5 West North East South
654 INT Pass 2¢ Pass
»8764 2y Pass 3¢ Pass
AA43 M- 3v Pass ANT Pass
v972 v AKJ843 5v Pass 6V All Pass
+QJ6 ¢ AK10873
~AQ53 %10
AKQ9?2 No great dramas here. Note that it’s useful to play East’s natural 3¢ bid as
vQ106 game forcing, allowing West to promise 3-card heart support without any danger
092 of languishing out of game. 4NT is now RKCB. If the response was 54, promising
&KJ92 two aces and the queen of hearts, a grand slam could be considered (though
that would need West to hold queen of diamonds as well, to be safe, so would be
Hep Makeable contracts || something of a gamble). As it happens, a 5¥ response denies the trump queen, so
& | o | v | a|NT|| 6¥isthe only safe option.
1 N[-[-[-11]-1]|Allthings considered, 6% will be the popular spot - just making, obviously. This will
13 4 15 2 1 = 1 5 score above average, if only because a few bashers will probably try the grand...
wl1i|6|6|-]|5
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AQ93 Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
vQ5 West North East South
4965 Pass 1l Pass
%]10842 lv Pass 1a Pass
aJ)104 AAKS2 2¢ Pass 3¢ Pass
vAJ1087 v3 3v Pass 3NT Pass
¢+ AKQ4 10873 ANT Pass 6NT All Pass
w7 % AKQ9
A876
vK9642 Here is a further example of the efficacy of playing a raise of the fourth suit
)2 as any hand very good for the bidding to date. 3¥ by West is now forcing and
£653 a raise of 3NT to 4NT is purely quantitative, with no suit agreed. This should lead
to the best-scoring small slam. A heart lead would make this a nervy affair but, on
Hep Makeable contracts this bidding a neutral diamond or spade is more likely and the 3-3 spade break
«|e|v]a|NT|| coOvers all eventualities.
5 N[-|-|-|-]-]|| Those who reach 64 or 6NT will reap a rich reward. Otherwise 3NT+3 will probably
15 16 S1-1-1-1-1-1| besomewhere a little below average. But who knows for sure?
4 E[5]|7]|5]|7]|6
W[5|7]|5[7]|6
AKQ8 Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
v AKJ9 West North East South
¢ A106 Pass Pass
842 1% Dble Pass 2¢
AA106 A9752 Pass 3% Pass 3NT
vQ5 v 108742 All Pass
¢752 +J8
»AQ1097 &5 South is sure to make 3NT (a club lead then requires only a successful heart
PVE finesse and a non-club lead allows ace of spades to be knocked out safely) but
v63 North has no chance in the same contract on jack of clubs lead. So, +400 to NS
+KQ943 will be worth having. But there is more on offer to NS if West chances an opening
#K63 INT, vulnerable opposite a passed partner and with two suits pretty much open.
Practical players are alive to these situations and should always consider an
HeP NViaKeable contracts alternative to the weak no-trump provided they have a rebid available: here they
=l e ]v]|alnT|| Would plan to pass any bid by partner (or possibly rebid 2& over 1%) and any
17 N[1[3]1]1]1]|| opposition interference).
12 2 S|1]4]1]1]3]||A1NTopening seems likely to lead to playing doubled in just about anything, with
9 VEV | -1-1-1-1|avariety of disastrous results. At least a lesson would be there to be learned....
A53 Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
vA532 West North East South
+Q742 Pass
SK42 1e¢ Pass 1a Pass
aAd A KJ10982 2& Pass 24 All Pass
vJ6 vQ974
¢ AK963 +108
~A1098 &) 24 is the clear rebid for East in this auction. This promises a 6-card suit and
AQ76 is definitively to play. The trouble with 2% is that, for most of us it's fourth suit
v K108 forcing. Indeed, it would normally be played as forcing even if it wasn’t fourth suit.
TS In the event that West preferred a 1NT rebid to show his strength (why, one asks?)
*Q7653 2 a would still be the right next step for East.
No contract compares with 2a in terms of trick potential. It’s theoretically possible
Hcp Makeable contracts || to make ten, double-dummy but +170 will be a biggish score anyway, without taking
& | o |v]|a[NT|| the risk of going minus by over-bidding.
9 N|-1-[-1-1-1| Thisshould be a rare flattish board, with +140 to EW the likely average.
16 7 S| -
8 Ef1|2])2]|4]2
Wll|2]|2|4]|2
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AJ104 Board 24 : Dealer West : Love all
v)2 West North East South
¢K9732 Pass INT Pass 2%
S AKS Pass 2¢ Pass 2NT
A9862 AK7 All Pass
vAQ74 v 109653
+QJ ¢ AS64 This is not a hand where the weak no-trumpers need to consider avoiding
%973 %104 the obvious opening bid and after a Stayman sequence South will rebid either
AAQ53 2NT or (even worse) 3NT. Disaster! The likely heart lead will presage acute
VK8 embarrassment. The only comfort to NS is that if that’s where they play, they're
+105 unlikely to be alone.
£QJ652 One or two themes are emerging in this set of boards. Here it demonstrates
another bad hand for the weak no-trump . After a 1¢ opening and a 2+ response
Hcp Makeable contracts North will most likely rebid 3« and if South follows up with 3NT he’ll hit the button,
« 1o lv|alnT|| atleast some of the time. A diamond lead followed by a heart switch at trick three
12 N[3[2]-]2]-1]| (unlikely, to say the least) means three down, a heart is fatal whereas anything else
9 7 S|3|1]-[2]-]| givesdeclarer a fighting chance at least.
12 va s g - | - || It's a cruel game! (Have | said that before?)
AAJ9 Board 25 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
vQ87 West North East South
¢753 INT 2% Pass
&KQJ5 2¢ Pass 2v All Pass
A Q65 AK83
v54 v AJ1062 Following on from earlier commentary when it was suggested that a 2& defence
* A6 ¢ KJ942 to INT can be played to show a decent hand with either diamonds alone or
&A109763 &- a major-minor two-suiter, here’s another example: West has to respond 24 to 2&
a10742 in case that’s where partner wishes to play but the 2% follow-up now clearly
vK93 indicates both red suits (hearts and clubs would be so unlikely as to be virtually
+Q108 impossible).
%842 West now has to choose where to go next, a choice made easier by remembering
the basic precept of all defences to INT - that they deny the values to double INT
Hep Makeable contracts || for penalties. This suggests that, particularly at pairs, pass is the prudent option.
«| o | v|a|NT|| Here, whilst it’s true that 4% can be made thanks to even breaks in both red suits,
13 N|-|-]-1]-]-]]| that would be an extremely lucky result. +170 should score fine. And if you fancy
10 12 ) a more commonplace, no-frills defence to 1NT, the same choices are available and
> EJ213141212 1| >y remainsa logical resting-place.
E 41212
AKJ3 Board 26 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vA107 West North East South
o KQJ7 1 Pass
&J102 lv Pass 2% Pass
AQ762 AA84 Pass Dble Pass 2¢
vQ653 vK2 All Pass
¢954 *32
K4 »AQ8765 Should North intervene with INT at his first turn? It’s certainly possible but not
1095 for the faint-hearted, when vulnerable and minimum for the bid with no club stop.
v1984 Most pragmatists will surely pass, knowing they will have second chance to get into
+A1086 the auction, if desirable. When 2 rides round, a take-out double represents much
%93 better odds (partner is now marked with some values) and again, most pragmatists
will opt for it. 2¢ now proves to be the perfect spot for NS, losing just a spade,
Hcp Makeable contracts a heart and two clubs on normal play. And should East decide to compete with
%] e]|v]|aNT|| 3% there is an element of fielder’s choice available to NS: defend for a likely one
15 N|[-|3[2]-]-||down or bid on for a likely make in 3¢. Note that by bidding 1NT, North would
7 13 S 312 -] - 1| almost certainly end the auction - and end up with a minus score. And what if South,
5 va 5 il B i 1 with different cards, bids 24 after North’s second-round double? Well, so be it...
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A96 Board 27 : Dealer South : Love all
v 10832 West North East South
410763 lv
&Q6 Dble 2v Pass 3v
AA107 AK543 All Pass
v974 vK
+ AKQS85 0942 Note that after a take-out double, all raises of partner’s suit are pre-emptive,
N %109432 as here. This is fine, so long as partner is singing from the same hymn-sheet. East
AQJ82 can’t quite summon a 24 bid but whether he does so or not, South can increase
vAQJ65 the pre-empt by raising to 3%: this is NOT an invitation to bid on (that would
.- be achieved by a trial-bid in another suit). There is nothing productive West can do
SK875 against such a barrage. Playing in diamonds, West can make no more than nine
tricks at best — and may struggle to reach even that target. Playing in hearts, and
Hep Makeable contracts despite holding only a combined total of 18 HCPs, South will have no problem in
%] e ]v]|a|NT|| reaching the same nine trick target.
3 N|-|-[3]-]1][| Well done to all the NS pairs who buy the hand successfully: so much for counting
18 6 S1-1-131-11]| points!
13 E[2[3]-]2]-
W1l ]|3]|-[2]-
AA10 Board 28 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
vKQJ874 West North East South
41052 24 3v 44 All Pass
* K7
AQJ97532 AK8
v62 vA10
*l8 +AKQ73 A 34 opening will be a bit indigestible for many Wests but a weak 24 is
*)2 Q1043 perfectly acceptable, particularly at this vulnerability. Pass is not an option for any
aG4 red-blooded player.
v953 North is powerless to compete profitably as the cards lie. East will steam into
+964 the easy 4, whatever opening bid West settles on. And even 4% by North would
»A9865 gift EW with a score superior to anything they could make in spades.
The only danger to EW, if West doesn’t open initially, is to try 3NT, which will sink
ncp Makeable contracts heavily beneath the waves. No one will do that. Will they?
S|lo|v]|a|NT
13 N[-]|-12]-]|-
5 18 S|1-|-12]-]-
4 E|1 -4 -
wli1|2]|-|4a]-
AJ87 Board 29 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
vQ8643 West North East South
+82 Pass 2aA Dble
& KQ9 Pass 3v Pass 4¢
aAd A K109532 Pass 5¢ All Pass
v K10952 vJ7
95 +Q10 East has a just-about-OK weak 24 opening bid by today’s standards, which makes
%8763 %]52 life awkward for South. Double is then really his only justifiable action but, knowing
AQ6 that partner is almost certain to introduce hearts at the three or four level, he has
vA to be prepared to bid diamonds a level higher. He will know that 4% can’t be safe
¢ AKJ7643 as otherwise, partner would have bid the suit at his first turn. There is a useful bit
& A104 of system knowledge available to NS: after the double of a weak two it's normal
to employ Lebensohl, whereby 2NT opposite the double is a precursor to playing
Hep Makeable contracts || at the three level (partner is required to respond 3&, after which any suit bid by
| o | v]|a[NT|| partneris to play; thus an immediate 3¥ bid here would promise decent values). It’s
8 N|2|5[1]1]5[]|that which enables NS to bash game, if they feel like it. 5¢ is a very lucky make
7 7 S12|5]1111151| so maybe 44 should be preferable at pairs. Being out of game is no disgrace. The
18 va 1 - -t - 1 - I absolute winner is 3NT but anyone who bids that has surely seen all four hands!
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A 8532 Board 30 : Dealer East : Love all
vs4a West North East South
¢ KQ4 Pass lv
&1654 Dble Pass 1a 2v
AAKQ7 A)964 24 All Pass
vAJ v K10
¢J52 ¢ 1098763 South could opt to rebid 3¥ at his second turn but this would only have the effect
»K1097 &8 of forcing West a level higher, after which 4% from South would attract a certain
a10 penalty double. It’s always possible that some adventurous Souths will have opened
vQ976532 4w in the first place - a wild effort which nonetheless could turn out to be a winner
oA if the cards lay differently.
»AQ32 Defending against a spade contract, South has to be patient and, above all,
must be sure to take his ace when a club is led towards dummy. Declarer then
Hcp Makeable contracts has no way to avoid three diamond losers to go with one club. It’s equally important
& | e |v]|a[NT|]| to unblock the ace of diamonds (though declarer will otherwise do that for him
6 N|2|-[2]-]-]]| eventually).
18 4 S121-12]-1]-1| Arange of results is possible, some of them possibly silly....
12 El-[3]-]3]1
Wl-13]-[3]|1
AK64 Board 31 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
vJ862 West North East South
+J1083 Pass
*]7 1 Pass 1lv Pass
Q85 AA1072 2% All Pass
vQ10 v AK54
¢54 09762 This is a problem for East which only guess-work can solve. From his point of view
S AKQ632 *8 he would like to make a try with 2NT but with no club fit and no biddable diamond
193 suit it’s extremely risky. Apart from finding himself in game on a potentially ruinous
v973 diamond lead, there is no guarantee that even 2NT is makeable. As to alternative
* AKQ courses of action, a 2¢ bid would be natural and forcing but would imply a 5-card
£10954 heart suit as well as biddable diamonds.
If East does summon the courage to bid an uncouth 2NT he will find himself
HeP NViaKeable contracts in game and will not enjoy the sight of a top diamond hitting the table. However,
=1 o lv|alnT|| tears turn to laughter when South is obliged to switch (to a heart or spade). Now
6 N[-1-1-1-1-1|he can play four rounds of clubs and find himself enjoying five club tricks, three
13 11 S - hearts and a spade. A silly game, in every sense....
10 E|4 2313
Wla|2]|2|3]3
AKQJ Board 32 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vKQ10 West North East South
¢ A97 Pass 2% Pass 2¢
&AKQS8 Pass 2NT Pass 3%
A 85 A9762 Pass 3NT All Pass
vJ932 v A65
*K8 +QJ6
%7542 %963 A surely flat board with which to complete a very difficult set of boards. Whilst
AA1043 2NT is the correct rebid for North, over which South is sure to raise to game, one
v874 way or another, some Norths will no doubt take the bull by the horns and shoot
+105432 game immediately. Declarer will win any lead and give up two diamonds to ensure
%10 four spade tricks (thanks to the convenient over-take), a heart, three diamonds and
three clubs. That comes to 11 tricks but three will be lost along the way beforehand,
HCP Makeable contracts of course.
=1 o lv]lalnT|| It'sdifficult to foresee any result apart from +430 to NS.
24 N[3]a]3]a]a]| However, when was any board ever completely flat?
5 7 s[3]|4]|3|4]4
4 El-[-]-]-]|-
W - - - - -
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