
Fearghal O’Boyle Robson Slams – Thursday 27th May 2021 

 

Slam Bidding and Play Night – Intermediate Pairs – Sligo 27th May 2021 
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 A K Q J 4 3 2 

 J 10 9 8  7 6 3 

 K J  Q 10 8 4 

 A J 7 6 5  K 10 8 3 2 

 10 8  9 

 A K Q 5 4 

 A 9 5 2 

 Q 

 7 6 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 10   N 6 - 2 2 2 

10  7  S 6 - 2 2 2 

 13   E - 1 - - - 

    W - 1 - - - 
 

Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all 

West North East South 

 3NT Pass 6 

All Pass 

 

North’s 3NT opening shows a solid 7 card club or 

diamond suit and no outside stoppers. 

 

Because South has the Q he can tell that North’s suit 

is clubs.  So South knows every card in North’s hand 

and if he puts on his thinking cap he should be able to 

see that 6 is cold. 

 

South can count on 7 club tricks, 1 heart, 3 spades, and 

a diamond ruff for 12 tricks.  No need to ask for aces 

because North has no outside stoppers so South knows 

the A is missing.  

 

 

 

 10 5 

 Q 6 

 9 7 6 2 

 10 9 5 3 2 

 A K 4  Q 7 2 

 A 10 9  J 8 5 4 

 K J 5 3  A Q 4 

 A Q 7  K 8 6 

 J 9 8 6 3 

 K 7 3 2 

 10 8 

 J 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 2   N - - - - - 

21  12  S - - - - - 

 5   E 4 6 5 4 6 

    W 4 6 5 4 6 
 

Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1NT Pass 

6NT All Pass 

 

With 33 HCP we bid 6NT – again no need to check for 

aces – if we have 33 HCP then the opponents can’t 

have 2 aces. 

 

Declarer has 11 top tricks – 3 spades, 4 diamonds, 3 

clubs and the ace of hearts.  The 12th trick will come 

from the heart suit as long as South has either the king 

or the queen of hearts – a 75% chance. 

 

To get two heart tricks declarer needs to finesse twice 

in hearts i.e. a small heart to dummy’s 9 and later on 

declarer needs to have the courage to see her 75% plan 

through by playing another small heart to the 10 ij 

dummy. 
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 5 3 2 

 Q 2 

 A K Q 3 

 A Q J 8 

 K 10 7 6 4  Q 9 8 

 10 8 5  J 9 7 6 

 J 8  9 7 6 4 

 6 5 3  K 7 

 A J 

 A K 4 3 

 10 5 2 

 10 9 4 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 18   N 5 4 4 2 3 

4  6  S 5 4 4 2 3 

 12   E - - - - - 

    W - - - - - 
 

Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

   1NT 

Pass 3NT All Pass 

 

 

18 HCP opposite a 12-14 NT does not equal 33 so 

6NT should not be on your radar.  

 

Declarer can only make 9 tricks on a spade lead and 

on a non-spade lead he can only muster 11 tricks. 

 

 

 Q 10 8 

 K 10 6 

 10 8 7 3 

 J 9 7 

 K J  A 6 4 

 A 5 3 2  Q 7 

 K J 4  A Q 6 5 

 Q 6 4 2  A K 10 3 

 9 7 5 3 2 

 J 9 8 4 

 9 2 

 8 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 6   N - - - - - 

14  19  S - - - - - 

 1   E 6 6 5 3 6 

    W 6 6 5 3 6 
 

Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

1NT Pass 4NT Pass 

6NT All Pass 

 

 

East’s 4NT is showing 19-20 and inviting West to bid 

6NT if he has 14. 

As usual, the play is the ‘thing’ – declarer has 11 top 

tricks – 4 clubs, 4 diamonds, 1 heart and 2 spades.  

Declarer has 2 chances of a 12th trick ie he can hope 

that South has the Q and play a spade to the jack in 

the West hand or he can hope that North has the K 

and play a heart towards the queen in the East hand. 

Declarer can increase his chances to 75% by combining 

both of his finesses ie by trying a heart to the queen first 

and if that loses he can fall back on the spade finesse. 
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 K 10 

 A 6 2 

 A Q 10 3 2 

 A K J 

 8 5 3  J 9 7 4 2 

 Q 9 5  K J 8 

 J 9 8 7 6  4 

 8 5  9 7 6 2 

 A Q 6 

 10 7 4 3 

 K 5 

 Q 10 4 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 21   N 6 5 5 3 6 

3  5  S 6 5 5 3 6 

 11   E - - - - - 

    W - - - - - 
 

Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

 2NT Pass 3 

Pass 3            Pass         4NT  

Pass         6NT          All Pass 

South starts off with stayman to investigate a possible 

4-4 heart fit and then his 4NT is showing 11 HCP inviting 

North to bid 6NT if he has 22 or a brilliant 21.  North has 

a brilliant 21 because of his good 5-card diamond suit. 

 

Declarer has 8 tricks outside diamonds so he needs 4 

tricks from the diamond suit.  If diamonds are 3-3 then 

declarer has 13 tricks so declarer needs to consider 

what can be done if diamonds are 4-2 or 5-1.  If they are 

4-1 he can just play three rounds of the suit and give up 

the fourth round and his fifth diamond is his 12th trick. 

Every declarer will escape the heart lead so at least he 

have some breathing space.  The winning line is to 

play a diamond to the king and then a diamond to the 

10 on the way back.  Whether the 10 wins or loses you 

have 12 tricks. A Win-Win situation. 

 

 

 9 7 6 3 

 - 

 A 9 8 7 5 3 

 J 9 7 

 A 5 2  K J 4 

 A Q 7 6 4 2  K J 8 5 3 

 -  K J 

 A 6 5 2  K 8 3 

 Q 10 8 

 10 9 

 Q 10 6 4 2 

 Q 10 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 5   N - 2 - - - 

14  15  S - 2 - - - 

 6   E 5 - 6 3 5 

    W 5 - 6 3 5 
 

Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1 Pass 

6 All Pass 

 

There are of course more scientific routes to 6 and of 

course 1- 6 is not to be recommended – there could 

easily be 7 on so West should explore a bit more. 

 

Declarer has 11 tricks and the 12th can come from the 

spade finesse or from a spade ruff in the East hand 

should the clubs prove to be 3-3.  Declarer should follow 

the good principle of leave finesses until last and 

instead draw trumps and test the clubs first and when 

they turn out to be 3-3 declarer can discard a spade 

from the West hand and ruff the third round of spades. 
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 K J 6 5 2 

 5 

 K Q 10 

 A K 4 2 

 Q 10 8  - 

 J 10 9 4  A 7 3 2 

 A 7 3  9 8 5 2 

 9 7 6  J 10 8 5 3 

 A 9 7 4 3 

 K Q 8 6 

 J 6 4 

 Q 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 16   N 3 3 2 5 5 

7  5  S 3 3 2 5 5 

 12   E - - - - - 

    W - - - - - 
 

Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

   1 

Pass 4NT Pass 5 

Pass 5 All Pass 

 

We are missing 2 aces (keycards) so we should be in 

6. 

 

As long as we start by cashing the A on the first round 

of trumps we will make 11 tricks. 

 

 

 

 J 10 8 5 

 J 9 2 

 Q J 10 9 

 9 3 

 A K 7 6  Q 3 

 A K 8  Q 6 4 

 A K 4 2  8 7 3 

 J 5  A K 7 6 2 

 9 4 2 

 10 7 5 3 

 6 5 

 Q 10 8 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 5   N - - - - - 

22  11  S - - - - - 

 2   E 6 5 5 5 6 

    W 6 5 5 5 6 
 

Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all 

West North East South 

2NT Pass 6NT All Pass 

 

 

The bidding is easy – we have 33 HCP so we bid 6NT. 

 

However the ‘play’s the thing’. 

Declarer has 8 tricks outside clubs so needs 4 tricks 

from the club suit. If the missing clubs break 3-3 (35% 

chance) then we have 4 club tricks. 

 

A better chance is to hope that South has the Q (50% 

chance) and to lead a small club from the East hand 

towards the J in the West hand – South can take his 

Q but now the J is declarer’s 12th trick. 
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 K Q 9 7 6 3 

 - 

 K Q 4 

 A 10 9 2 

 4 2  8 

 A K Q 7 5  J 10 9 3 2 

 10 9 3  J 8 5 2 

 8 6 5  K J 4 

 A J 10 5 

 8 6 4 

 A 7 6 

 Q 7 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 14   N 4 2 - 6 2 

9  6  S 4 2 - 6 2 

 11   E - - 1 - - 

    W - - 1 - - 
 

Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

 1 Pass 3 

Pass         4 Pass 4  

Pass         6             All Pass 

 

We don’t look for aces when we have a void – better 

technique is to start cue-bidding i.e. bid a new suit 

where you have an ace. 

 

North’s 4 is such a cue bid, suggesting interest in slam 

and showing the A.  South’s 4 is also a cue bid 

showing the A and now North has heard enough to 

know that 6 has chances. 

 

To save himself an awkward guess in the club suit, 

declarer can ruff 3 hearts in the North hand, draw 

trumps, play 3 rounds of diamonds and then run the Q 

– endplaying East. 

 

 

 

 4 2 

 K Q 10 7 

 A 10 9 5 3 2 

 4 

 A J 10 5  K Q 9 7 6 3 

 A 6 4  - 

 8 7 6  K Q 4 

 Q 7 3  A 10 9 2 

 8 

 J 9 8 5 3 2 

 J 

 K J 8 6 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 9   N - 1 4 - - 

11  14  S - 1 4 - - 

 6   E 2 - - 4 2 

    W 2 - - 4 2 
 

Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1 Pass 

3 Pass 4 Pass 

4 Pass 4 All Pass 

 

We don’t look for aces when we have a void – better 

technique is to start cue-bidding i.e. bid a new suit 

where you have an ace. 

 

East’s 4 is such a cue bid, suggesting interest in slam 

and showing the A.  South’s 4 is also a cue bid 

showing the A and denying the A – this time however 

the A is a bit of a waste – East would have preferred 

to hear that West had the A. 

 

So ‘East gets off the bus’. 
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 7 5 4 

 A Q J 5 4 

 6 3 

 K 6 3 

 -  J 10 8 6 

 9 6 3 2  10 8 

 A Q 9 5 2  K J 10 7 

 J 9 8 2  10 5 4 

 A K Q 9 3 2 

 K 7 

 8 4 

 A Q 7 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 10   N 2 - 2 5 2 

7  5  S 2 - 3 5 2 

 18   E - 2 - - - 

    W - 2 - - - 
 

Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all 

West North East South 

   1 

Pass 2 Pass 3 

Pass 4 Pass 5 

Pass         5 Pass 5 All Pass 

 

We don’t look for aces when we have a suit with two 

quick losers instead we start cue-bidding i.e. bidding a 

suit where have an ace. 

 

South’s 5 is a cue bid showing slam interest and the 

A.  North’s 5 is also a cue bid showing the A and 

denying the A.  This news is bad news for South so he 

signs off in 5.  If North had the K then he might make 

a further move. 

 

 

 

 K Q 10 4 

 7 5 

 K J 6 4 

 10 6 5 

 A  8 7 3 

 K Q 8 6 4 2  A J 10 3 

 A 9  8 3 2 

 K J 7 4  A Q 2 

 J 9 6 5 2 

 9 

 Q 10 7 5 

 9 8 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 9   N - - - 1 - 

17  11  S - - - 1 - 

 3   E 6 1 6 - 6 

    W 6 1 6 - 6 
 

Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

1 Pass 3 Pass 

4NT Pass 5 Pass 

6 All Pass 

 

6-4 shapes are notoriously undervalued so always take 

a second look at your hand when you have a 6-4 shape.  

The West hand grows up when East raises 1 to 3. 

 

When West finds two aces in the East hand he can bid 

a confident 6 which has 12 easy tricks. 
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 A K 9 6 

 3 

 J 7 5 3 2 

 A Q 2 

 J 8 5 4  - 

 K Q 9 7  10 8 6 5 4 2 

 A Q 9  K 10 8 4 

 9 8  10 5 3 

 Q 10 7 3 2 

 A J 

 6 

 K J 7 6 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 14   N 5 1 - 6 3 

12  3  S 4 1 - 6 3 

 11   E - - 3 - - 

    W - - 3 - - 
 

Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

 1 Pass 1 

Pass 3 Pass 4NT 

Pass 5 Pass 6 

All Pass 

 

 

There are 12 easy tricks for N/S in a spade contract – 

provided declarer does not cash both ace and king of 

spades on the first two rounds of trumps. 

 

 

 

 A Q J 7 

 8 7 3 

 Q 9 5 2 

 Q 6 

 8 5 2  10 

 Q J 10 4  A K 9 5 2 

 K 7  J 6 4 3 

 8 4 3 2  A K 5 

 K 9 6 4 3 

 6 

 A 10 8 

 J 10 9 7 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 11   N - 1 - 3 - 

6  15  S - 1 - 3 - 

 8   E 1 - 4 - 1 

    W 1 - 4 - 1 
 

Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all 

West North East South 

  1 Pass 

2 Pass 3 Pass 

4 All Pass 

 

 

East’s 3 is a ‘trial bid’ asking West to bid 4 if he can 

offer any help in diamonds by way of high cards (A or 

K) or shortness. 

Holding the K, West is delighted to bid 4. 

There is nothing to the play, declarer loses 3 tricks – a 

spade, a diamond and a club. 
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 8 7 4 3 

 9 6 4 

 K Q 9 

 Q 5 3 

 6  Q J 5 

 A K 5 3  J 10 8 2 

 8 6 4 3 2  J 7 5 

 J 9 4  A 10 8 

 A K 10 9 2 

 Q 7 

 A 10 

 K 7 6 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 7   N 1 - - 3 1 

8  9  S 1 - - 3 1 

 16   E - 2 2 - - 

    W - 2 2 - - 
 

Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

   1 

Pass 2 Pass 3 

Pass 3 All Pass 

 

South’s 3 is a ‘trial bid’ asking North to bid 4 if he can 

offer any help in clubs by way of high cards (A or K) or 

shortness. 

Not holding the ace or king of clubs or a shortness in 

clubs – North signs off in 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Q 

 J 10 9 4 

 10 7 5 2 

 10 8 5 3 

 A 9 8 5 4 2  J 7 6 3 

 8  K Q 5 2 

 A K J 4  Q 8 

 K 2  A Q 7 

 K 10 

 A 7 6 3 

 9 6 3 

 J 9 6 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 3   N - - - - - 

15  14  S - - - - - 

 8   E 2 5 3 5 5 

    W 2 3 3 5 3 
 

Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

1 Pass 4 Pass 

4NT Pass 5 Pass 

5 All Pass 

 

 

East’s 5 shows 1 or 4 keycards and West knows that 

they are missing 2 keycards so he gives up in 5. 

 

We don’t bid slams missing 2 keycards.   

However if you do bid 6, declarer should give himself 

a chance by leading the J from dummy – you never 

know – South might cover. 
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 A K 6 5 2 

 K 8 6 5 

 9 6 

 A 5 

 J 9 8 7  Q 10 3 

 -  Q 10 7 

 K Q 5 4 3 2  A J 10 7 

 J 8 3  10 4 2 

 4 

 A J 9 4 3 2 

 8 

 K Q 9 7 6 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 14   N 4 - 6 3 1 

7  9  S 5 - 6 3 1 

 10   E - 1 - - - 

    W - 1 - - - 
 

Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all 

West North East South 

 1 Pass 2 

Pass 4 Pass 4NT 

Pass 5 Pass 6 

All Pass 

 

If 6-4 shapes are beautiful then 6-5 hands are heavenly. 

 

Declarer makes 12 tricks here as long as he starts by 

playing the K on the first round – keeping his AJ over 

East’s Q 10. 

 

 

 

 4 

 9 4 3 2 

 J 10 9 6 2 

 J 6 3 

 A 10 7 6  K Q 3 2 

 K 8  A Q J 7 5 

 A 5 3  K Q 

 K Q 7 4  10 8 

 J 9 8 5 

 10 6 

 8 7 4 

 A 9 5 2 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 2   N - - - - - 

16  17  S - - - - - 

 5   E 5 4 6 6 6 

    W 5 4 6 6 6 
 

Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1 Pass 

2 Pass 4NT Pass 

5 Pass          6NT            All Pass 

 

33 HCP so 6NT should be an easy contract to reach 

but as ever careful play is required to bring it home. 

If the spades are 3-2 then declarer has 12 easy tricks 

so declarer considers how he might handle a 4-1 

break.  If North has 4-1 then declarer cannot succeed 

but if South has the 4-1 then declarer can succeed if 

he starts by playing the K and Q first now when 

North shows out on the second spade declarer will 

have the A10 sitting over South’s J9.  Well Played. 

 


