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Welcome to the eleventh ‘Club Stratified Simultaneous Pairs’. Our commentator today is 
Julian Pottage, experienced bridge teacher and writer. 
 
How stratification works (and which stratum you should be in): 
There are four strata. 
1. Stratum ‘A’ is open to everyone but if either member of the pair is a Tournament Master or 
above you will be in this stratum and can only get master points from the overall ranking. 
2. If both of you are below the rank of Tournament Master you will be ‘B’ stratum; 
3. both below Master means you will be in ‘C’ stratum and 
4. both below District Master will make you ‘D’ stratum. 
 
Blue points and local points will be awarded to the top third of the overall ranking list. In 
addition the top third of each stratum will get blue points and local points. If you are     
entitled to overall points and points for your stratum, you will only get the higher of the 
awards – you won’t get two lots of points! You will appreciate that Master Points cannot       
be allocated until after the event is finalised, which usually takes about three weeks. Please 
keep your scorecard for that period: if we find any unusual scores we may need to contact   
the club scorer and the players. 
Full results may be found at www.ebu.co.uk/sims/ 
Whichever stratum you find yourself in, I hope you find this set of hands enjoyable and 
challenging. 
  
Ian Payn, Chairman EBU 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Q J 10 9 7 6 
 Q J 2 
 10 9 
 K 9 

 A K 8  5 
 A  K 10 9 7 
 Q 8 6 5  K 7 4 3 2 
 J 7 5 4 3  10 6 2 

 4 3 2 
 8 6 5 4 3 
 A J 
 A Q 8 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N - - 1 3 - 

14  6  S - - 1 3 - 
 11   E 3 3 - - 2 
    W 3 3 - - 2 

 

Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all 
West North East South 
 2 Pass 3 
All Pass 
 
North is maximum for a non-vulnerable weak two and South, with 
three-card support, raises to the three level. 
As it turns out making nine tricks with spades as trumps requires a slice 
of luck, with the heart blockage meaning that the defenders cannot 
take a heart ruff. Declarer has no diamond loser because one of North’s 
diamonds can go on South’s third-round club winner. 
If East-West buy the contract, they have just four top tricks in the minors 
to lose. Being non-vulnerable, it would pay them, even if doubled, to  
go to the four level and go one down rather than concede a spade  
part-score. 
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 10 9 8 7 3 
 10 6 5 
 9 8 
 J 10 4 

 K 6 4 2  J 
 J 9 7  K 8 4 
 Q J 3  A K 10 2 
 A 8 2  Q 9 7 5 3 

 A Q 5 
 A Q 3 2 
 7 6 5 4 
 K 6 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 1   N - - - 2 - 

11  13  S - - - 2 - 
 15   E 3 3 1 - 2 
    W 3 2 1 - 1 

 

Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 
West North East South 
  1 Double 
1 Pass 2 Pass 
3 All Pass 
 
Some West players will choose to redouble after South makes a take-out 
double or possibly, with the flat shape and the doubler quite likely to 
hold four spades, respond 2NT.  
If declarer plays South for the doubleton king of trumps, it is possible to 
make nine tricks in a club contract, losing just two hearts, a spade and  
a club. Since South could have the values for a double without this king, 
it is not clear to duck the the second of trumps. 
If East-West play in no-trumps, a heart lead or a spade lead covered by 
the queen and king would allow the defenders to score 7 tricks. 

 A K 10 8 3 2 
 A Q 4 
 6 5 3 
 9 

 9 5  Q J 7 6 4 
 K 10 7 6  J 2 
 A K 9 8  Q 2 
 10 3 2  A Q 8 6 

 - 
 9 8 5 3 
 J 10 7 4 
 K J 7 5 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 13   N 1 - - - - 

10  12  S 1 - - - - 
 5   E - 1 1 1 1 
    W - 1 1 1 1 

 

Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable 
West North East South 
   Pass 
Pass 1 Pass 1NT 
Pass 2 All Pass 
 
South responds 1NT in the hope North can bid some other suit or pass 
but this is not to be. If West has doubled 1NT (to show takeout of 
spades), East will be able to double 2for penalties.  
Two down in 2is about par. If the king of clubs makes a trick, an 
escape for one down is possible; if instead declarer plays three rounds 
of trumps then the defenders might make three trumps, a heart, three 
diamonds and a club for three down. 
Even though North-South are not vulnerable, East-West are likely to 
score better defending then declaring. 

 A J 
 8 
 J 10 7 4 2 
 A K 10 9 3 

 K Q 10 9 4  8 7 2 
 K 10 7 6 3  A Q J 5 2 
 K  A 8 6 3 
 5 4  6 

 6 5 3 
 9 4 
 Q 9 5 
 Q J 8 7 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 13   N 2 1 - - - 

11  11  S 2 1 - - - 
 5   E - - 5 4 1 
    W - - 5 4 1 

 

Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable 
West North East South 
1 2NT 3 4 
4 All Pass 
 
With much better clubs than diamonds, North might choose to show 
just the clubs. After the Unusual 2NT illustrated, I recommend playing 
that if responder bids the unbid suit that it is just competitive, so holding 
a decent hand with the unbid suit East bids the lower of the overcaller’s 
suits (bidding the higher suit would show support for opener). 
On a non-club lead you can make eleven tricks with hearts as trumps 
without having to guess the spades because you can unblock the 
diamonds and strip the minors before tackling the spades. The more 
likely club lead means that North should have a safe exit after taking 
the A and declarer may well take a losing finesse into the J later. 
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 K 7 6 2 
 J 8 
 K 9 3 2 
 K Q 9 

 J 4  A 10 5 
 Q 5 4 3  K 
 J 5  A Q 10 8 6 4 
 A J 8 7 5  10 4 3 

 Q 9 8 3 
 A 10 9 7 6 2 
 7 
 6 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 12   N - - 2 1 - 

9  13  S - - 2 1 - 
 6   E 3 3 - - 1 
    W 3 3 - - 1 

 

Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable 
West North East South 
 1NT 3 3 
All Pass 
 
After North opens a weak 1NT, system will often prevent East from 
making a simple 2 overcall, hence 3. If North-South play that a new 
suit in this situation is competitive (have you discussed this with your 
partner?) then South might venture 3. 
In a heart contract, so long as the defenders do not open up the spades, 
declarer loses two tricks in spades and one in each other suit for five 
losers in total. This is fine in 3 as long as nobody has doubled.  
The frozen spade suit means that 3 makes. If the defenders attack  
the spade suit, declarer discards a club on the Q, just losing one trick 
in each suit. If they do not touch spades, they make two club tricks but 
East spades go away on the long clubs and the Q. 

 - 
 10 9 
 A J 8 6 4 3 2 
 K 6 4 3 

 Q J 6 5 3  9 7 4 2 
 6 4 3  A Q J 8 2 
 K  Q 9 7 
 J 10 9 5  7 

 A K 10 8 
 K 7 5 
 10 5 
 A Q 8 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 8   N 4 5 - - 2 

7  9  S 4 5 - - 2 
 16   E - - - 1 - 
    W - - - 1 - 

 

Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable 
West North East South 
  Pass 1 
Pass 2 2 2NT 
Pass 3 Pass 3 
Pass 5 All Pass 
 
With the seven-card diamond suit, North decides the hand is too strong 
for a 1NT response. Having just a single heart stopper and little help in 
diamonds, South does well to avoid insisting on 3NT.  
You should manage to play the diamonds for one loser whether you 
simply cash the ace or whether you intend to finesse the jack but 
naturally change your mind when the king pops up.  
As the 6 is not an entry, 3NT fails even on the J lead – East simply 
holds up the Q until the third round leaving the diamonds blocked. 

 A Q J 8 7 5 
 - 
 Q 10 9 
 A K 10 4 

 6  K 4 3 
 9 4  A K 10 8 7 6 2 
 J 8 7 5 3 2  K 
 Q J 9 7  8 5 

 10 9 2 
 Q J 5 3 
 A 6 4 
 6 3 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 16   N 3 1 - 5 4 

4  13  S 3 1 - 5 4 
 7   E - - 1 - - 
    W - - 1 - - 

 

Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable 
West North East South 
   Pass 
Pass 1 2 2 
Pass 4 All Pass 
 
In the absence of an overcall, South, lacking a ruffing a value, would 
respond 1NT. After the overcall, raising spades is a rather better option 
than passing with a view to defending if North reopens with a double. 
The play for an overtrick in 4 might be quite interesting.  Suppose you 
ruff the top heart lead, cross to the A and run the 10, losing to the 
K. You need to win the trump return high in hand, cash the clubs, 
cross to the 9 and drive out the other high heart. It looks like the play 
would be easier if you tackled clubs early but you cannot readily ruff     
a club without losing either a diamond trick or a diamond ruff. 
2 doubled should be down one on any reasonable defence. 
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 Q 10 
 A J 8 6 
 Q 8 2 
 10 9 5 3 

 K 7 4  A 8 3 2 
 10 4 3  Q 7 
 A K J 9 6 5  10 4 3 
 2  A J 7 6 

 J 9 6 5 
 K 9 5 2 
 7 
 K Q 8 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N 2 - 1 - - 

11  11  S 2 - 1 - - 
 9   E - 3 - 1 - 
    W - 3 - 1 - 

 

Board 8 : Dealer West : Love alltrick  
West North East South 
1 Pass 1 Pass 
2 Pass 3 All Pass 
 
With the good six-card diamond suit, most people will prefer to rebid 
diamonds rather than raise spades. In a diamond contract you should 
manage to make nine tricks. Just do not play two rounds of diamonds 
and then expect to ruff a heart in dummy later! 
If East declares a no-trump contract, the opening lead will be critical.    
A low club lead would be a disaster, allowing declarer to score a second 
club trick and the time to enjoy the diamonds – 9 tricks would result.    
A top club lead and heart switch or an opening heart lead would work 
far better. The defenders might then make four hearts, three clubs and 
a diamond for 8 tricks their way.  

 6 5 
 A 10 9 2 
 10 8 3 
 Q 10 8 7 

 K 7 4  A 3 
 K 8 7 4  Q J 6 3 
 A K 7 6 5  J 4 2 
 J  A 6 5 2 

 Q J 10 9 8 2 
 5 
 Q 9 
 K 9 4 3 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 6   N - - - - - 

14  12  S - - - - - 
 8   E 1 5 6 - 3 
    W 1 5 6 - 3 

 

Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable 
West North East South 
 Pass 1NT 2 
Dble Pass 3 Pass 
4 All Pass 
 
The terrible spot cards might deter East from opening 1NT – but most 
people just count their points and open with any 12. South has few high 
cards but might well overcall in view of the good suit and the 
favourable vulnerability. For some, system means that South would bid 
2 to show a single-suited hand. You would not overcall 2 if that 
shows spades and a minor with the two-card disparity. 
The computer says East-West can make a slam in hearts. Since you 
need to take a double finesse against North’s ten-nine of hearts to do 
so, few will manage twelve tricks in real life. 

 J 9 2 
 10 5 
 10 9 7 6 2 
 10 6 5 

 A K 8 6 5  - 
 J 2  A K 8 6 
 A K  J 5 4 3 
 A K 9 2  Q J 8 7 4 

 Q 10 7 4 3 
 Q 9 7 4 3 
 Q 8 
 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 1   N - - - - - 

22  11  S - - - - - 
 6   E 7 5 4 4 6 
    W 7 5 4 4 6 

 

Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable 
West North East South 
  1 Pass 
1 Pass 2 Pass 
4 Pass 4 Pass 
4NT Pass 5 Pass 
7 All Pass 
 
West has a huge hand facing East’s opening bid and it would not 
surprise me if someone somewhere decides to raise immediately to 7. 
The auction shown is a bit more scientific than that. If there is any 
doubt about whether 4 is forcing in your partnership, West might 
check for key cards directly over 2 or perhaps make a fake splinter 
bid. In the olden days West would have started with a strong jump shift 
but nowadays even those playing strong jump shifts tend to use them 
only on hands with their own strong suit rather than on hands with 
support for opener’s suit.  
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 K 10 4 
 K J 
 K Q 7 6 4 
 K 10 8 

 J 9 8 6 5 3  A Q 7 
 8 6 4  Q 7 5 
 J 10 9 2  5 3 
 -  J 7 4 3 2 

 2 
 A 10 9 3 2 
 A 8 
 A Q 9 6 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 15   N 6 4 4 - 6 

2  9  S 6 4 5 - 5 
 14   E - - - - - 
    W - - - - - 

 

Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all 
West North East South 
   1 
Pass 2 Pass 2 
Pass 3NT All Pass 
 
Both North and South could face close bidding decisions. South might 
make a 3 high reverse while (after the 2 rebid) North might take 
things more slowly searching for a possible 6-2 heart fit. 
With North as declarer you can make at least 12 tricks in no-trumps by 
finessing East for the Q and the J, the latter being a marked finesse 
when West shows out on the first round of clubs. 
With South as declarer you can make at least 11 tricks with hearts as 
trumps because the same finesses are available and West can score 
only one club ruff. 

 10 
 A Q 6 4 
 2 
 Q J 10 6 5 4 2 

 K J 8 4 2  A Q 3 
 J 10 3  K 7 
 10 6  K Q 9 8 7 5 4 3 
 8 7 3  - 

 9 7 6 5 
 9 8 5 2 
 A J 
 A K 9 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N 5 - 4 - 2 

5  14  S 5 - 4 - 2 
 12   E - 5 - 3 - 
    W - 5 - 3 - 

 

Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable 
West North East South 
Pass 1 1 Double 
1 2 3 Double 
Pass 3 3 4 
Pass Pass 5 Double 
All Pass 
 
The auction should be lively. Both North and East have decisions to take 
about whether to show their great length in their minor or whether to 
play in a lesser fit elsewhere because it is a major. Holding two aces and 
a king and knowing North opened the bidding, it would require great 
restraint for South to avoid doubling the cold 5. Indeed South will 
need to lead or switch to hearts to stop the overtrick. 
North-South can make 5 with an inspired play in the heart suit, either 
running the 9 and 8 to pin the 7 or by playing the ace and ducking. 

 A 7 5 2 
 A J 8 
 9 6 5 
 Q 9 4 

 K J 10 8 4  Q 6 3 
 9 5 3 2  Q 7 4 
 Q J 3 2  A 8 7 
 -  A 10 7 3 

 9 
 K 10 6 
 K 10 4 
 K J 8 6 5 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 11   N 3 - - - 2 

7  12  S 3 - - - 2 
 10   E - - - 2 - 
    W - - - 2 - 

 

Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable 
West North East South 
 Pass 1NT Pass 
2 Pass 2 3 
3 All Pass 
 
While it seems a brave action for the vulnerable South to come in with 
3, the shape of the hand suggests that there may well be at least 17 
total trumps, which means that selling out to 2 (if West plans to pass) 
will be a loser in the long run. Indeed the law of total tricks works 
perfectly on the deal, with North-South able to make nine tricks with 
their nine-card fit as trumps while East-West can make eight tricks with 
their eight-card fit as trumps.  
The key to escaping for down one in 3 is retaining the Q in the East 
hand. To make 3 you need to avoid a heart loser – East’s opening bid 
helps because the queen is likely to be with the opening bidder.  
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 10 5 3 
 K 10 4 
 K 10 8 3 
 A 9 2 

 Q 9 4  K J 7 6 
 A 9 8 7 5  Q 6 3 
 Q J 2  A 7 
 10 5  Q J 7 4 

 A 8 2 
 J 2 
 9 6 5 4 
 K 8 6 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 10   N - 1 - - - 

9  13  S - 1 - - - 
 8   E 1 - 2 2 1 
    W 1 - 2 2 1 

 

Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all 
West North East South 
  1NT Pass 
2 Pass 2 All Pass 
 
The weak no-trump opening and transfer response will be common 
choices.  
At first glance declarer appears to have only four losers – two clubs and 
one in each major. With the diamond finesse working and either a ruff 
in the East hand or discard available on the third round of clubs, there 
is no diamond loser. 
How do the defenders emerge with a fifth trick? They need to begin by 
playing three rounds of clubs. Then when North comes in with the K, 
South can gain the lead with the A and play a fourth round of clubs to 
promote the 10.   

 10 7 3 
 A Q 6 
 J 9 6 4 
 K 10 5 

 A K Q 9 4 2  5 
 10 8 4  K J 7 5 3 
 A 7  10 5 
 7 4  A J 9 8 3 

 J 8 6 
 9 2 
 K Q 8 3 2 
 Q 6 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 10   N - - - - - 

13  9  S - - - - - 
 8   E 3 - 4 4 2 
    W 3 - 4 4 2 

 

Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable 
West North East South 
   Pass 
1 Pass 2 Pass 
2 All Pass 
 
West’s wish list on this deal will be a bidding card for a rebid of two and 
a half sparts! In the absence of such a card it is probably best to bid the 
chunky spade suit at the minimum level with the option of showing 
heart support later. 
The layout of the cards is exceptionally favourable for declarer with 
spades 3-3 as well as the Q, A and 10 all onside. The outcome        
is that potentially only one lead holds a spade contract to 10 tricks:   
the K. The defenders can then ensure a trick in each minor as well as 
the A. 
Any diamond lead stops 11 tricks in a heart contract. 

 A K 
 K Q 8 5 
 A 10 7 
 10 9 8 3 

 10 5 2  J 8 7 4 
 A J 9 7  10 4 3 2 
 Q 6 2  8 4 
 A Q 4  J 6 2 

 Q 9 6 3 
 6 
 K J 9 5 3 
 K 7 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 16   N 3 4 2 3 3 

13  2  S 3 4 2 3 3 
 9   E - - - - - 
    W - - - - - 

 

Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable 
West North East South 
1NT Double 2 Double 
All Pass 
 
If as shown, West opens a weak no-trump, East-West could be in 
trouble. After North’s penalty double, I play that bidding a suit shows 
the suit plus a higher suit. South’s double is then for takeout but North 
is happy to pass for penalties.  
An 800 penalty is available defending 2 doubled: three spade tricks, 
two heart tricks, two diamond tricks and a club. Even if the defenders 
drop a trick they score more than anything they could declaring. 
1NT doubled would be down 800 too. Indeed there is a slight chance of 
1100 if declarer wins the initial club lead. 
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 A J 4 
 10 8 6 
 A J 8 5 
 9 4 2 

 K 10 9 8 6 3  Q 7 5 
 K Q 9 4  A J 5 
 10 6  K 7 4 
 5  Q J 6 3 

 2 
 7 3 2 
 Q 9 3 2 
 A K 10 8 7 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 10   N 2 3 - - - 

8  13  S 2 3 - - - 
 9   E - - 2 4 - 
    W - - 2 4 - 

 

Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all 
West North East South 
 Pass 1NT Pass 
2 Pass 2 2NT 
3 All Pass 
 
As on board 13 the disparity in suits means that West decides to make 
a transfer response to East’s weak 1NT rather than invoking Stayman. 
Holding a singleton spade South does not wish to defend 2 (if West is 
planning to pass) and might bid either 3 or, as shown, 2NT to show 
both minors. With a sixth spade and good shape West is happy to take 
the push to 3.  
While South’s overcall succeeds in driving East-West to the three level, 
it has the unfortunate effect of increasing the chance that declarer will 
take the winning view in trumps, finessing North for the jack.  

 A Q 8 3 
 J 7 5 
 A 4 
 K J 10 9 

 9 6 5 4  K 10 7 
 Q 6 3  A K 9 8 4 
 8 3 2  7 
 6 5 4  Q 8 3 2 

 J 2 
 10 2 
 K Q J 10 9 6 5 
 A 7 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 15   N 2 5 1 2 2 

2  12  S 2 5 1 2 2 
 11   E - - - - - 
    W - - - - - 

 

Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 
West North East South 
  1 2 
Pass 2 Pass 4 
Pass 5 All Pass 
 
North has one of those rare hands on which one makes a value showing 
cue bid without 3-card support for the overcaller’s suit. The alternatives 
are all worse – 3NT with no heart stopper is unattractive while a bid of 
either unbid suit would sound like more than four cards in it. South, 
with extra playing strength, must do something other than attempt to 
sign off in 3. The jump conveys the extra length, even though it does 
take the bidding past 3NT. 
East’s opening bid warns declarer in 5 not to take the spade finesse 
but instead to finesse East for the Q or perhaps play to squeeze East 
in the black suits. 

 5 
 Q 
 A 10 7 6 2 
 A J 10 9 6 3 

 A Q J 10 8 6 4 2  9 
 J 9  K 10 7 5 4 3 2 
 Q  K 3 
 K 8  Q 7 4 

 K 7 3 
 A 8 6 
 J 9 8 5 4 
 5 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 11   N 4 4 - - 1 

13  8  S 4 4 - - 1 
 8   E - - 3 2 - 
    W - - 3 2 - 

 

Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable 
West North East South 
   Pass 
4 4NT Pass 5 
All Pass 
 
The adverse vulnerability may persuade West to open 4 hoping to 
keep the opponents out of the auction. The pre-empt works, albeit not 
in the way West expected. North has the shape to bid 4NT to show two 
suits and South has good support for one of them – but the K is not as 
useful as one of the minor suit kings would be and 5 has to fail. It 
should go only the one down as declarer can draw a round of trumps 
before tackling the clubs, thereby neutralising West’s Q. 
4 would go two down if the defenders score a heart ruff as well as 
their three aces and trump trick. The second undertrick could be vital 
since 200 exceeds 130 while 100 does not.   
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 8 6 5 2 
 3 
 A K 8 6 5 
 K J 2 

 A K 9  Q J 
 Q 8 6 4  A K 9 5 2 
 Q J 4 2  10 9 7 
 10 3  9 8 4 

 10 7 4 3 
 J 10 7 
 3 
 A Q 7 6 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 11   N 2 - - 3 - 

12  10  S 2 - - 3 - 
 7   E - 1 2 - - 
    W - 1 2 - - 

 

Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable 
West North East South 
1NT Pass 2 Pass 
3 All Pass 
 
Having opened a weak no-trump and seen a transfer response, West 
jumps to 3 to show four-card support and a minimum. If West did   
not jump, North ought to double 2, so playing in 2 is never a realistic 
option on the deal. Knowing that West is minimum and that the  
queen-jack doubleton are not pulling full weight, East should pass 3. 
The defenders can take the first five tricks against 3 via two top 
diamonds, a ruff and two clubs. If they do not get the ruff or if they fail 
to switch to clubs then 3 makes, in the latter case because one of 
East’s clubs goes on the fourth diamond and the other on the third spade. 
3 would make with just three trumps and a heart to lose. 

 A K 2 
 J 4 3 2 
 Q 7 6 
 Q 6 4 

 J 10 8  6 4 3 
 A 10 9  K Q 7 5 
 2  A K J 10 
 J 10 7 5 3 2  A 9 

 Q 9 7 5 
 8 6 
 9 8 5 4 3 
 K 8 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 12   N - - - - - 

6  17  S - - - - - 
 5   E 2 1 3 1 3 
    W 2 1 3 1 3 

 

Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable 
West North East South 
 Pass 1 Pass 
2 Pass 2NT Pass 
All Pass 
 
Holding three trumps and a singleton, West raises hearts rather       
than responding 1NT. East, knowing that West might have raised with  
three-card support, chooses 2NT as a game try – though if the absence 
of a spade stopper persuades you to try with 3 instead then I understand. 
In a no-trump contract, North’s short Q enables declarer to make four 
tricks from the diamond suit. While finessing against the J is hardly   
an obvious play, North is probably going to have to find a discard on  
the fourth round of spades. A club discard does not appeal in view of 
dummy’s length in the suit. Safest is a diamond, though then declarer 
can cash the diamonds and find out the distribution. 

 A 9 4 3 
 K Q 9 7 5 
 4 
 10 8 5 

 8 7  K Q J 10 2 
 J 10 8 3  2 
 A J 9 7  K 5 3 2 
 A K 3  J 7 2 

 6 5 
 A 6 4 
 Q 10 8 6 
 Q 9 6 4 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 9   N - - 1 - - 

13  10  S - - 1 - - 
 8   E 1 4 - 3 1 
    W 1 4 - 3 2 

 

Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable 
West North East South 
  Pass Pass 
1NT Pass 2 Pass 
2 All Pass 
 
We have, unless North intervenes with a frisky 2 Landy for the majors, 
another weak no-trump opening and transfer response. Any East who 
feels tempted to try for game should reflect on the fact that West will 
not have four spades (if you super accept on all hands with four-card 
support) and that the high cards will not quite be there for 3NT. 
The defenders have two sure ways to ensure four tricks, the more likely 
one being an initial diamond lead, resulting in a diamond ruff, the less 
likely one being an initial low heart lead, allowing heart forces to 
shorten East’s trumps. If West plays in no-trumps, the defenders can 
take four heart tricks and a spade.  
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 K Q 6 3 
 3 2 
 Q 10 4 
 A 10 4 2 

 7 4  10 9 8 
 A 10 8 7 6 5  K Q 9 
 9 5  K J 7 3 
 K J 9  Q 7 5 

 A J 5 2 
 J 4 
 A 8 6 2 
 8 6 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 11   N 1 2 - 2 - 

8  11  S 1 2 - 2 - 
 10   E - - 3 - 1 
    W - - 3 - 1 

 

Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable 
West North East South 
   Pass 
2 All Pass 
 
A weak two opening will probably buy the contract. Both North and 
South are close to making a takeout double. East might raise but is 
rather flat.  
Making eight tricks with hearts as trumps is easy. The ninth trick 
depends upon a winning view in the diamond suit. If declarer knows 
that North has the K-Q of spades and the ace of clubs, it will be natural 
to place South with the ace of diamonds. If North switches to a diamond 
before declarer knows about the ace of clubs, it is more difficult. 
North-South can make eight tricks in a spade contract by pinning the 
nine of diamonds, perhaps finessing the ten before running the queen. 

 A 
 Q J 9 
 A K 7 5 3 
 J 10 9 5 

 10 9 5  J 8 6 4 3 
 A 5 2  8 7 3 
 9 8 6  Q 10 
 A 8 3 2  K 7 4 

 K Q 7 2 
 K 10 6 4 
 J 4 2 
 Q 6 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 15   N 3 4 4 2 4 

8  6  S 3 4 4 2 4 
 11   E - - - - - 
    W - - - - - 

 

Board 24 : Dealer West : Love all 
West North East South 
Pass 1 Pass 1 
Pass 2 Pass 2NT 
Pass 3 Pass 3NT 
All Pass 
 
With an above minimum opening hand, North shows the shape and 
South chooses to play in 3NT.  
You can make an overtrick in 3NT in a couple of ways. One is by 
knocking out the top clubs and then setting up the hearts – East, who 
has the long spades, has no late entry. The other way of doing it is by 
cashing two top diamonds at some point, the fall of the queen meaning 
that there is no need to lose the lead so many times. 
You can also make 10 tricks with hearts as trumps – but this scores less. 

 Q 7 
 10 7 5 4 3 
 J 10 5 3 2 
 9 

 A 5 2  J 6 4 
 K 6 2  A Q J 9 
 K 4  A Q 
 K Q 8 7 3  J 10 6 4 

 K 10 9 8 3 
 8 
 9 8 7 6 
 A 5 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 3   N - 2 - - - 

15  15  S - 2 - - - 
 7   E 5 - 3 - 5 
    W 5 - 3 - 5 

 

Board 25 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable 
West North East South 
 Pass 1 1 
2 Pass 3 Pass 
3NT All Pass 
 
Lacking a full spade stopper, East has a tricky rebid. Some will rebid 2NT 
anyway while others will try 2.  
If West declares, it works best to capture the Q with the A and hope 
that South has the A. If East declares, the winning move is to rise with 
the A on the 10, trusting that South would not lead the 10 from 
K-Q-10 and again hoping that the A is with the overcaller.  
The above applies whether the contract is in no-trumps or clubs – though 
not many matchpoints for the latter. 
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 4 
 Q 8 4 3 
 A 4 
 J 8 7 5 4 2 

 Q 10 6  K 8 7 5 
 K 6 2  A 9 7 5 
 K J 10 6 5  Q 9 8 7 
 9 6  K 

 A J 9 3 2 
 J 10 
 3 2 
 A Q 10 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 7   N 4 - - - 2 

9  12  S 4 - - - 2 
 12   E - 3 - - - 
    W - 3 - - - 

 

Board 26 : Dealer East : All vulnerable 
West North East South 
  1 1 
2 Pass 3 All Pass  
 
In the example auction East abides by the traditional Acol rule of opening 
1 when holding three 4-card suits and a singleton club. I am sure many 
will open 1 or, as the singleton club is the king, 1NT. If East did open 
1NT, South might be able to make a Multi Landy 2 overcall (spades 
and a minor) and so find the club fit. 
Defending 3 the defenders can take three aces and a spade ruff. 
North-South should do better if they manage to buy the contract. With 
the favourable trump position, they can make at least 10 tricks in a club 
contract, 11 if the defenders do not lead or switch to diamonds. 

 9 7 
 Q J 9 5 2 
 8 7 5 
 7 6 5 

 K 10 6 4 3  A Q J 8 2 
 K 6  7 3 
 A 10  Q 9 6 2 
 Q J 8 2  A K 

 5 
 A 10 8 4 
 K J 4 3 
 10 9 4 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 3   N - - - - - 

13  16  S - - - - - 
 8   E 5 3 1 5 5 
    W 5 3 1 5 5 

 

Board 27 : Dealer South : Love all 
West North East South 
   Pass 
1 Pass 2NT Pass 
3 Pass 3NT Pass 
4 Pass 5 Pass 
5 Pass 5 All Pass 
 
East’s initial response shows a game-forcing spade raise. West makes   
a waiting rebid and East’s 3NT is a ‘serious slam try’ showing extra 
values.  East feels obliged to show a club control but, in the context of 
having already taken the bidding beyond game, has nothing to spare. 
North’s natural heart lead gives the defenders a trick in each red suit. 
On any other lead declarer could get East’s two hearts away on the 
clubs and make twelve tricks. 

 A Q 9 8 4 
 A 8 4 
 9 6 4 
 A 7 

 10 6 3  K 
 Q 10 3 2  K 9 
 8  A K Q 10 7 3 2 
 Q J 10 9 5  K 8 2 

 J 7 5 2 
 J 7 6 5 
 J 5 
 6 4 3 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 
         NT 
 14   N - - - 1 - 

5  18  S - - - 1 - 
 3   E 4 4 - - - 
    W 4 4 - - - 

 

Board 28 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable 
West North East South 
Pass 1 2 All Pass 
 
East has rather a good hand for a simple overcall and some will choose 
a different action. The problem with doubling is that if South raises to 
3, you then feel obligated to bid 4. As it happens South is not going 
bid 3 at unfavourable vulnerability and 4 is making anyway with just 
three aces to lose.  
If East were to overcall 3NT, North has two side entries and therefore 
no need to duck the first round of spades. 
If North plays in spades, repeated diamond leads generate a trump trick 
for the defenders. Declarer can ruff the third round of diamonds high in 
dummy and drop the K offside but cannot then get back to dummy to 
take the marked finesse against the 10. 
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