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FOB - Lebensohl Night - Wednesday 18th May 2022 - ‘Slow Shows’ 

 

 

 

 A 8 4 

 10 7 4 

 10 9 6 5 4 

 10 5 

 K Q 9 7 5  J 6 2 

 3 2  A 8 

 A 7 3  K Q 8 2 

 K J 4  Q 8 3 2 

 10 3 

 K Q J 9 6 5 

 J 

 A 9 7 6 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 4   N - - 2 - - 

13  12  S - - 2 - - 

 11   E 3 3 - 4 - 

    W 3 3 - 4 - 
 

Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1NT 2 

3 Pass 4 All Pass 

West’s 3 is a ‘forcing’ bid showing points for game and a 

5-card spade suit asking East to choose between 3NT and 

4. 

Holding 3 card spade support, East should choose 4. 

If West wanted to stop in 3 he would bid 2NT first and 

then over East’s forced 3 bid, he would bid 3. 

 

  

 A Q 10  8 

 J 6 2 

 A 5 2 

 Q J 8  

 7 3  K J 9 6 5 4 

 Q 3  A 8 

 K Q 10 6 4  J 9 

 A 7 3 2  10 6 5 

 2 

 K 10 9 7 5 4 

 8 7 3 

 K 9 4 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 14   N  - 3 - 1 

9  9  S  - 3 - - 

 8   E 1 1 - 1 - 

    W 1 1 - 1 - 
 

Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all 

West North East South 

 1NT 2 2NT 

Pass 3 Pass 3 

All Pass 

To show a weak hand that wants to play in 3 - South 

starts off with 2NT (Lebensohl), North must bid 3 and 

now 3 from South ends the auction. 

If South were to bid 3 immediately that would show 13+ 

points and 5 hearts asking North to choose between 3NT 

and 4. 

If E/W compete to 3 they will go two down and that will 

be bad result for them if it’s doubled. 
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 8 3 

 K Q J 

 A 9 7 3 

 Q J 5 4 

 K 10 9 7 6 5  4 2 

 A 7  10 9 8 5 4 

 Q J 10  6 5 4 

 7 6  A 10 9 

 A Q J 

 6 3 2 

 K 8 2 

 K 8 3 2 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 13   N 2 3 1 - 3 

10  4  S 3 3 1 - 3 

 13   E - - - 1 - 

    W - - - 1 - 
 

Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

   1NT 

2 3NT All Pass 

Playing ‘Slow Shows’ Lebensohl, North’s 3NT shows a 

raise to 3NT without a spade stopper. With a spade 

stopper he would bid 2NT first and then 3NT. 

South has the spade stopper so he passes 3NT. 

If South did not have a spade stopper then he would know 

to avoid 3NT and he would bid his lowest 4-card suit. 

 

 A K Q 10 6 4 

 10 8 

 K 10 6 

 10 9 

 8 5 2  J 3 

 A J 6 2  K Q 3 

 Q J  A 9 7 3 

 A Q 3 2  K J 5 4 

 9 7 

 9 7 5 4 

 8 5 4 2 

 8 7 6 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 12   N - - - - - 

14  14  S - - - - - 

 0   E 5 2 4 - 1 

    W 5 2 4 - 1 
 

Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

1NT 2 3NT Pass 

4 Pass 5 All Pass 

Playing ‘Slow Shows’ Lebensohl, East’s 3NT shows a 

raise to 3NT without a spade stopper. With a spade 

stopper he would bid 2NT first and then 3NT. 

West does not have a spade stopper so he knows to avoid 

3NT and he would bid his lowest 4-card suit i.e. 4. 

East can pass that or raise to 5 - anything is better than 

playing in a doomed 3NT. 
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 A 8 3 

 A J 9 2 

 Q J 

 Q 8 3 2 

 9 6  K Q J 10 7 2 

 10 7 4  6 5 

 K 10 6 4 2  8 5 3 

 10 9 6  A 7 

 5 4 

 K Q 8 3 

 A 9 7 

 K J 5 4 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 14   N 4 - 4 - 1 

3  10  S 4 - 4 - 1 

 13   E - - - 1 - 

    W - - - 1 - 
 

Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

 1NT 2 3 

Pass 4 All Pass 

 

South’s 3 is ‘Stayman’ showing 4 hearts without a spade 

stopper. 

 

North had an easy 4 bid. 

If South had 4 hearts with a spade stopper he would have 

bid 2NT first and then 3 on the next round. 

 

 J 10 7 6 

 9 6 

 K 8 7 6 2 

 9 8 

 K Q 8 3  A 9 2 

 A 4 2  8 3 

 A 3  Q J 10 4 

 J 10 5 4  A K 6 3 

 5 4 

 K Q J 10 7 5 

 9 5 

 Q 7 2 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 4   N - - 1 - - 

14  14  S - - 1 - - 

 8   E 4 3 - 4 4 

    W 4 3 - 4 4 
 

Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1NT 2 

2NT Pass 3 Pass 

3 Pass          3NT All Pass 

West’s sequence of 2NT first and then 3 is ‘Stayman’ 

showing 4 spades with a Heart stopper. 

East has an easy 3NT bid. 

If West had 4 spades without a spade stopper he would 

have bid 3 on the first round. 
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 K Q 8 3 

 9 4 2 

 A 3 

 K J 5 4 

 J 7  10 6 5 4 

 K Q J 10 7 5  A 6 

 K 6  9 8 7 5 4 

 10 7 6  9 3 

 A 9 2 

 8 3 

 Q J 10 2 

 A Q 8 2 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 13   N 5 3 1 4 1 

10  4  S 5 3 1 4 1 

 13   E - - - - - 

    W - - - - - 
 

Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

   1NT 

2 3 Pass 4 

All Pass 

 

North’s 3 is ‘Stayman’ showing 4 spades without a heart 

stopper. 

South knows that 3NT is doomed so he bids 4 or better 

still 4 deciding to play in the 4-3 spade fit when he has 

the doubleton heart. 

If North had 4 spades and a heart stopper he would bid 

2NT on the first round and then rebid 3 over South’s 

forced 3 bid. 

 

 A K Q 10 7 6 

 9 7 2 

 J 10 

 J 4 

 8 5 4  3 2 

 A J 6  K Q 3 

 Q 6 2  A K 9 8 7 3 

 A Q 5 2  K 3 

 J 9 

 10 8 5 4 

 5 4 

 10 9 8 7 6 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 11   N - - - - - 

13  15  S - - - - - 

 1   E 2 5 3 1 1 

    W 2 5 3 1 1 
 

Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all 

West North East South 

1NT 2 3NT Pass 

4 Pass 4 All Pass 

 

Playing ‘Slow Shows’ Lebensohl, East’s 3NT shows a 

raise to 3NT without a spade stopper. With a spade 

stopper he would bid 2NT first and then 3NT. 

West does not have a spade stopper so he knows to avoid 

3NT and he would bid his lowest 4-card suit i.e. 4. 

East can bid 4 or 5 - either is better than playing in a 

doomed 3NT. 

If East had a raise to 3NT with a spade stopper he would 

have bid 2NT first and then rebid 3NT over West’s forced 

3 bid. 
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 K 8 3 

 A 5 4 

 A 9 6 

 Q J 5 4 

 A 9 5 4 2  J 10 

 9 6  K Q J 10 8 2 

 5 2  10 4 

 A 10 9 6  K 8 2 

 Q 7 6 

 7 3 

 K Q J 8 7 3 

 7 3 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 14   N - 2 - - 1 

8  10  S - 3 - - 1 

 8   E 1 - 2 1 - 

    W 1 - 3 1 - 
 

Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

 1NT 2 2NT 

Pass 3 Pass 3 

All Pass 

South is showing a weak hand that wants to play in 3.  If 

South wanted to show a good hand with diamonds he 

would bid an immediate 3. 

 

 

 

 5 

 J 9 8 4 2 

 A 9 8 2 

 Q 10 5 

 4 3  A Q 9 8 

 K Q 3  A 6 

 Q J 5 3  K 7 6 

 K 8 7 4  J 9 3 2 

 K J 10 7 6 2 

 10 7 5 

 10 4 

 A 6 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 7   N - - - - - 

11  14  S - - - - - 

 8   E 3 2 1 1 2 

    W 3 2 1 1 2 
 

Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1NT 2 

Dbl All Pass 

 

West’s double shows a normal 2NT bid i.e. an invite to 

3NT.  On this hand East will be only too delighted to pass 

the double and leave South to flounder in 2x-2. 
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 9 4 

 K Q 3 

 Q J 5 3 

 K Q 7 4 

 K J 10 7 6 5  2 

 J 9  10 8 7 5 4 2 

 A 10 9  8 4 2 

 10 8  A 6 5 

 A Q 8 3 

 A 6 

 K 7 6 

 J 9 3 2 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 13   N 4 3 1 1 4 

9  4  S 4 3 1 2 4 

 14   E - - - - - 

    W - - - - - 
 

Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all 

West North East South 

   1NT 

2 3NT All Pass 

Playing ‘Slow Shows’ Lebensohl, North’s 3NT shows a 

raise to 3NT without a spade stopper. With a spade 

stopper he would bid 2NT first and then 3NT. 

South has the spade stopper so he passes 3NT. 

If South did not have a spade stopper then he would know 

to avoid 3NT and he would bid his lowest 4-card suit. 

 

 4 2 

 A J 10 9 7 6 

 A 10 8 2 

 6 

 A K J 6  9 3 

 8 3  K Q 4 

 K 7 6  Q J 5 3 

 J 9 3 2  K Q 7 4 

 Q 10 8 7 5 

 5 2 

 9 4 

 A 10 8 5 
HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 9   N - - - - - 

12  13  S - - - - - 

 6   E 3 3 - 1 4 

    W 3 3 - 1 4 
 

Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

1NT 2 2NT Pass 

3 Pass 3NT All Pass 

Playing ‘Slow Shows’ Lebensohl, East’s sequence of 2NT 

followed by 3NT shows a raise to 3NT with a heart stopper. 

Without a heart stopper he would bid 3NT on the first 

round. 

West has an easy pass of 3NT. 
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 K Q J 3 

 Q 7 6 3 2 

 5 4 

 8 7 

 2  7 5 4 

 A K 9 4  8 

 A K 8 7 2  Q 3 

 9 4 2  A K Q J 10 5 3 

 A 10 9 8 6 

 J 10 5 

 J 10 9 6 

 6 

Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable 

West North East South 

 Pass 3NT Pass 

6 All Pass 

East’s 3NT opening shows a solid club or diamond 

suit and little or nothing outside of the suit. 

Solid means 7 cards headed by AKQJ or 8 cards 

headed by AKQ. 

West can count on East to produce 7 club tricks 

and together with West’s 4 tricks and a spade ruff 

in the west hand – comes to 12 tricks – so West 

can respond 6. 

 

 A 4 3 2 

 A K 10 6 5 

 7 4 

 4 3 

 K Q J 6 5  10 9 7 

 8 3  9 7 4 

 A K 6 2  Q J 9 

 A 10  K Q J 9 

 8 

 Q J 2 

 10 8 5 3 

 8 7 6 5 2 

Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all 

West North East South 

  Pass Pass 

1 2 2 Pass 

4 All Pass 

 

North can defeat this contract by leading hearts at 

every opportunity. 

Declarer ruffs the third heart at trick 3 and now North 

must hold up his A until the third round – now a 

fourth round of hearts will promote North’s 4 to the 

master trump! 
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 6 4 2 

 - 

 J 10 9 8 3 

 Q 9 7 6 4 

 Q J  8 7 5 3 

 A J 9 6 4 3  K 8 7 2 

 A 6 4  K 2 

 8 3  K J 5 

 A K 10 9 

 Q 10 5 

 Q 7 5 

 A 10 2 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 3   N 3 3 - 1 - 

12  10  S 3 3 - 1 - 

 15   E - - 4 - 2 

    W - - 4 - 2 
 

Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

   1 

2 Pass 4 All Pass 

 

South will open 1 or 1 or 1NT (15-17) and most 

E/W’s will end up in 3 or 4. 

If declarer gets a spade lead he should have no 

trouble making 10 tricks if he is paying close attention. 

You will discover that South has a balanced hand and 

if N/S are playing a weak No-Trump then the fact that 

South did not open 1NT means he does not have 12-

14 so therefore he has 15+ points….which means that 

he must have the A - so when declarer is eventually 

with the club guess he will know to play the J. 

 

 

 7 5 2 

 10 4 

 Q J 8 4 

 Q 10 9 2 

 A K 9 4 3  Q J 10 

 A Q 2  K J 7 

 7  A 9 5 2 

 A 8 6 5  K 4 3 

 8 6 

 9 8 6 5 3 

 K 10 6 3 

 J 7 

Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable 

West North East South 

1 Pass 2 Pass 

3 Pass 4 Pass 

4NT Pass 5 Pass 

5 Pass 5 Pass 

6 All Pass 

 

Making 12 tricks will be a good score whether you are 

in 4 or 6. 

It looks like declarer has only 11 tricks i.e. 5 spades, 

3 hearts, 1 diamond and 2 clubs. 

However if declarer decides to ruff 3 diamonds in his 

hand, he will make 12 tricks i.e. 3 spades (QJ10), 3 

hearts, 1 diamond, 3 diamond ruffs and 2 club tricks. 

This ploy is known as a ‘Dummy Reversal’. 
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 7 6 

 A K Q 10 

 9 8 6 3 

 A 8 7 

 A 10 9 8 4  K J 3 

 5 2  J 7 4 

 K J  A Q 

 K J 9 3  Q 10 6 4 2 

 Q 5 2 

 9 8 6 3 

 10 7 5 4 2 

 5 
 

HCP  Makeable contracts 

         NT 

 13   N - 2 2 - - 

12  13  S - 2 2 - - 

 2   E 4 - - 2 2 

    W 4 - - 2 2 
 

Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all 

West North East South 

 1NT Pass 2 

2 Pass 3 Pass 

4 All Pass 

 

South’s stayman 2 bid is a good move- he knows 

1NT is doomed and he can pass whatever North 

replies. 

E/W should still land in 3 or 4. 

North leads AKQ and declarer ruffs the third round.  

West has to lose one more trick to the A so if he can 

guess which defender has the Q he will make 10 

tricks and a good score. 

If declarer simply thinks to himself ‘North opened 1NT 

– so he is the most likely defender to have the Q – 

his thinking is flawed. 

Declarer should be thinking along the following lines: 

North opened 1NT (12-14) and has shown 9 points 

(AKQ). He cannot have both A and Q because 

that would give him 15 points.  Neither can he have 

none of those cards because then he would not have 

12 points. 

So North has one of those cards.   

If it is the Q then North will not have enough points 

for his 1NT opening.  So by a process of elimination – 

North has the A and South has the Q. 
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 A Q J 6 5 3 

 5 3 

 K J 

 7 4 2 

 4 2  7 

 J 10 9 8  A K Q 7 2 

 A 9 7 5  Q 10 4 3 

 10 5 3  K 9 6 

 K 10 9 8 

 6 4 

 8 6 2 

 A Q J 8 

Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable 

West North East South 

  1 Pass 

2 2 3 4 

All Pass 

 

North will find himself in 3 or 4 and if he can make 

10 tricks he will earn his side a great result. 

 

Against first class defence, East will lead A and 

West will follow suit with the J – showing J109.  

This will allow East to underlead hid remaining heart 

honours at trick 2 and put West on lead for trick 3. 

 

Now when West switches to a small diamond, 

declarer has to guess whether to play his J or his 

K. Brilliant defence – no other defence troubles 

declarer because declarer has 10 easy tricks i.e. 6 

spades and 4 clubs. 

 

If declarer is in 4 then he can afford to lose one 

diamond trick but not two so he has to guess correctly 

to rise with the K here at trick 3. 

 

If declarer is to make 10 tricks, then East has to hold 

K and if East has K then West needs A to be able 

to make up his 6 points for his 2 raise. 

 


