Sligo and Friends — Intermediate Championship
Thursday 18" May 2023

AA)J98 Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
vKJ5
*AJT5 West North East South
%93 INT Pass 2v
A 105 aG2 Pass 3% Pass 4ANT
v 108743 vQ96 Pass S5v Pass 74
+1082 +KQ943 All Pass
%Q102 %)54
AKQ743 3% is a ‘Transfer Break’ showing 14 HCP, 4 spades and a
VA2 doubleton club.
%6
2 AK87T6 The key to bidding this excellent Grand Slam is hearing that
HCP Makeable contracts 1| North has 4 card spade support. North shows her 4-card spade
s | o | w]|a[nT|| support by ‘breaking the transfer’ and bidding the suit where
14 N|6]|3[3]7]5 || shehasadoubleton.
2 8 s|6[3]|3]|7]4
16 E When South then learns that North has the 4A and ¢ A she can
w practically count 13 tricks.
Aa75 Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vJ1095
+ A96543 West North East South
&8 INT 2a
A98 aKJ3 2NT Pass 3% All Pass
vK2 vQ743
87 +KQ2 2NT is the Lebensohl Convention asking partner to bid 3C
*AQ97643 &K52 (showing various types of hands) but in this case a weak hand
AAQ10642 with clubs.
v A86 .
©J10 West wants to play in a partscore of 3& and she can arrange
2110 this by using 2NT as a ‘Lebensohl’ bid .... Opener must bid 3C
HCP Makeable contracts and now West passes.
S| o[V ]| a|NT
5 N 2| -|1]-
9 14 S 2| -1
12 E|3 1 2
w3 1 2
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A96 Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vK4
+KQ1097 West North East South
#*AKQ6 2v
AAKQ A 108752 2NT 3v All Pass
vA3 v752
¢ A863 ¢542 This might be more competitive at some tables — with 4%
%9743 &52 doubled and even 4 a doubled being likely contracts. However
aJ43 once West makes some strong noises, N/S should be
v QJ10986 discouraged from getting too high.
¢
%J108
HCP Makeable contracts || 4 5 goes 3 off on routine defence while South should be held to
17 N : g ; ‘ NZT 8 tricks in a heart contract. However the winning defence by
17 0 s|3]|3]2]-]2]| West of switching to a low trump after leading the aA will not
6 E|-[-]1-]11]-1]| be obvious to most and declarer will end up with 9 tricks at
Wi-J-1-J211"- quite a few tables.
Al Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
v9432
+110962 West North East South
%163 1 Pass lv Pass
AA1076 AKQ32 1a Pass ANT Pass
VK8 vAQJ75 S5v Pass 64 All Pass
¢ A5 *KQ
*KQ754 108 The only threat to this slamis a 4-1 trump break. Declarer needs
AJ985 to cash aK and aQ first so that he can handle the 4-1 spade
v 106 break. If North has 4 spades then there nothing that declarer
¢ 8743 can do.
&A92
Hep Makeable contracts Similarly if you end up in a game contract, you need to try for
& | o |w]|a[NT|| 12 tricks and that means starting your spades by play aKQ first.
16 ’ 17 ';l -] - - Note the bidding too —it is advisable not to jump shift when you
5 E|5]2]6]6]6 || have 2 suits to bid — so a simple 1¥ response by East is
WI>5]216]616]| recommended.

FOB - Sligo and Friends — Intermediate Tips — Thursday 18" May 2023




A86 Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
vAQ2 Wi North E South
o AK43 est ort ast out
1653 INT 26 34
A107 AAKQ543 Pass 4v All Pass
v 1097 v863
;%1702982 ;:374 3a is part of the Lebensohl Convention showing 4 hearts and
2192 denying a spade stopper (2NT first followed by 3a would show
vKISd 4 hearts and a spade stopper).
465
& AKQ9
HCP Makeable contracts North knows not to bid 3NT so he bids anything else and 4% is
& | e |v]|a[NT|| asgood as any.
14 N[s|2|a|1]1
2 10 s|s5]2|4]|1]1
14 E|-|-]-]-
wl-1-1-1-
a9 Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
vAQ10987
.8 West North East South
%1754 34 Pass
A74 AAQI6532 | 44 All Pass
vKJ65 v4a3
’2810 0263 Yes 3NT is a nice bid by West but 44 is a reasonable shot too
*AKQ8 *10 knowing that you most likely have a 9-card spade fit.
A K108
v2
¢ K7542
29632 South leads his singleton heart and North takes 2 heart tricks
Hep Makeable contracts || @and then leads a third heart. Declarer will probably ruff the
& | o | v | o [NT|[ third heart with the 4Q or aJ and South can guarantee himself
8 N|-J-f-1°- 2 trump tricks and defeat of the contract if he refuses to over-
19 7 S|-1-1-1-
I
6 E|1]1]2]3]3 ruffl
wl1]|2]2 3

If South over-ruffs the aQ with his aK that will be the third and
last trick for the defence.
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AK1083 Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
v873 West North East South
+ A6 INT
s AK94 2v 3v Pass 3a
a7 A652 Pass 44 All Pass
v AKJ1094 vQ5
+32 +J10954
&765 *Q82 3w is part of the Lebensohl Convention showing 4 spades and
AAQ94 denying a heart stopper (2NT first followed by 3% would show
v62 4 spades and a heart stopper).
+KQ87
%J103
South bids 3a and North with his maximum can raise to 4.
HCP Makeable contracts
% |o|v]|a|NT
14 N[4a|3|-|4a]1
9 5 slal2]-14]12
12 E|-|-[1]-]-
Wl-|-]1|-]-
A32 Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
v AK93
West North East South
4982
+*AQ65 24 Dbl 44 All Pass
AAQ109864 AKJ5
v 105 vl6 North leads ¥ A and South encourages to show the Queen.
+76 ¢ AKQJ10
s K4 *J82
a7 North now underleads his ¥K at trick 2 to South’s ¥Q and
v Q8742 South switches to #10. Ouch for declarer.
4543
10973
HCP Makeable contracts
| o|v]|a|NT 4a-1.
13 Nf2|-[2]-]-
9 16 s|l2|-12]-]-
2 El-13]-[3]-
W|l-13[-13]-
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AA754 Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
: i\K 32 West North East South
#5432 Pass Pass Pass
2109 aKS 1lv Dbl 3v Pass
vA9765 vKJ108 4v All Pass
+QJ 4985
*AQJ7 £K1098 North leads ¢ AK and a third diamond ruffed by declarer.
AQJ632
vQ43 In order to make the contract, declarer needs North to have the
+10764 A A and if North has the aA then he will not have the ¥Q
w6 because he passed as dealer.
HCP Makeable contracts
S| o] v | a[NT . .
1 IR So declarer places the aA in North and the ¥Q in South and
14 10 S 3 2 | - || plays accordingly by playing a heart to the king in dummy and
5 E[4]-14]-]2]]| runningthe vJ from dummy and letting it run if South does not
Wi4]-14]-12]| cover (and South should not cover).
A 10543 Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vA10 West North East South
*Q7 lv Pass
+KQJ102 14 2% 34 Pass
aQlJ76 AAK98 a4 All Pass
v9 vJ7642
*K62 *A43 If North leads a trump then 44 will go down one — but the &K
#A6543 *9 looks like a more natural lead and now if declarer exits on a
a2 heart and then cashes the ace and king of diamonds as early as
vKQa>3 possible then declarer can cross-ruff the hand and make 10
;;170985 tricks — by taking a trick with each of her 6 remaining trumps.
HCP Makeable contracts
« 1o lv]|alnT|| Declarer makes 1 club, 2 diamonds, one round of trumps and
12 N|[-|-|-]-1-]|then1trick with each of her 6 remaining trumps by means of a
10 12 S1-f-1-1-1-1| cross-ruff (ruffing clubs in dummy and hearts in her hand).
6 El1[1]1]3]1
wl1]|1]|1(3]1
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AA987 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
vA10874
.- West North East South
%1098 1a
102 a43 Pass 2v Pass 2NT
v96 vJ532 Pass 44 Pass 4ANT
¢ AJO983 ¢ KQ654 Pass 5NT Pass 6e
%7432 65 Pass 74 All Pass
A KQJ65
vKQ Ok the bidding is suspect and even getting to 64 might be a
41072 good board. 5NT shows 2 key cards and a useful void ie a void
% AKQ in clubs or diamonds.
HCP Makeable contracts
NT
9 N : ‘ ; ; 5| 6¢ asks North to bid the ‘Grand” if his void is in Diamonds.
5 6 s|s5|-]6]|7]2
20 E|l-|1[-]-]-][| There are millions of tricks available so there is no excuse for
WI-121]-1-1-1| not making at least 13 of them.
A 1043 Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
valor Wi North E South
+11084 est ort ast out
2432 1a Pass 2v Pass
A AKJES aQ 4e Pass ANT Pass
v K865 vAJ9432 5¢ Pass 6v All Pass
+9 +Q6
&AQJ K765 North leads ¢J and declarer ruffs the second round. If trumps
A9872 are 2-1 then declarer cannot go wrong and if trumps are 3-0
v- with South having all 3 then declarer cannot go right.
¢ AK7532
%1098 If trumps are 3-0 with North having all 3 then declarer needs to
HCP Makeable contracts || cash the ¥K on the first round so that he will still have Al sitting
& | o |v]|aNT ,
3 NI o] over North’s queen.
18 12 S - - |-
7 E|l6|-|6]6]1
wls|-]6]|5]|1
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AQ975 Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
vl74
+KJ98 West North East South
S AK INT Pass 2NT
aAJ2 AK1084 Pass 3NT All Pass
v 10863 v952
o A74 +63 East leads a4. West wins with the ace and returns the jack
Q103 %8654 covered by the queen.
A63
vAKQ This should tell East that declarer has the 497 remaining and
4Q1052 that in order to win 4 spade tricks, East needs to get West in to
%J972 lead a third round of spades through declarer. So East wins trick
HcP Makeable contracts || 2 with 4K and then leads ¢ 6 to West’s ace and West returns his
je v |aINTH 55t spade — the defence win the first 5 tricks.
14 N[1|4f[1]1]2
11 3 S{1|4a]1|1]2
12 el -1-1-1-1-1| f West had 4 spades AJ97 then he would have won the ace and
W] -|-[-]-1-1]| returned his original 4" best (the 7).
Well done if you got this defence right....top of the class!
a7 Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all
vAQ102
+K9832 West North East South
£942 24 Pass
AQ109 AAI8642 44 All Pass
vK83 v654
o AJd *7 South leads ¢5 but when he gets back in with the &K he knows
«KQJ10 »A86 to switch to the ¥J or ¥9 — the only chance of tricks for the
AK53 defence is in the heart suit and now 4a-1.
vJ97
¢ Q1065
%753
HCP Makeable contracts
s|o|v|a|NT
9 N[-[2]-]-]-
16 9 S|1-(2f-1]-]-
6 E]l]2]|-[-1]13]-
W([{3]|-]11(3]-
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A76 Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
¥ KQ95
01104 West North East South
#A954 1
aKI842 AQ105 1a Dbl Pass 2NT
v83 v 10762 Pass 3NT All Pass
*K72 49853
*Q86 &)2 South holds up the AA until the third round and then arranges
AA93 to set up his 9™ trick in clubs by keeping West off lead —i.e. he
vAJ4 concedes the first round of clubs to East. There’s no point
+ AQ6 taking the diamond finesse because if that loses you are losing
&K1073 to West who has all the remaining spades to cash —we have to
HCP Makeable contracts keep West off lead.
alo|w NT
10 N|4|[3]4 3
9 3 slalala 3 || Win #A and lead a club towards dummy and cover whatever
18 E|-]-]- - || card West plays — losing the trick to East. East has no more
Wi-1-1- - || spades and even if he had it would mean the spades were 4-4.
Now he makes 1 spade, 4 heats, 1 diamond and 3 clubs.
3NT made.
AQ6 Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
v AKJ1072
o5 West North East South
%5432 INT 2y 3NT Pass
aKS3 AAJ9 4 Pass S5 All Pass
v938 v43
+AQ94 +K1087 East’s 3NT is part of the ‘Lebensohl’ convention saying he has a
&KQ98 &AJ107 raise to 3NT but does not have a heart stopper. This is useful
107542 information for West who now knows that neither of them have
v Q65 a heart stopper and knows that 3NT won’t be made so he bids
+J632 his lowest 4-card suit.
6
HCP Makeable contracts || \West can pass 4% or raise it to 5& either decision will earn his
10 S "‘ ’ '1' N_T side a good score because they will have avoided 3NT-2.
14 13 sS|-1-1]1 -
3 E|5(]5] - 1
W([5]|5] - 1
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AA982 Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all
v KQ96
* A9 West North East South
S AKJ 2NT Pass 3e¢
aK54 AQJ1073 Pass 4 Pass ANT
vJ1052 v- Pass S5& Pass 5¢
¢J865 41032 Pass 6 Pass 7%
83 %97542 All Pass
AbG
vA8743 North’s 4 is a ‘transfer break’ showing 4 card heart support
+KQ74 and a chunky holding in clubs.
%Q106
5& shows 1 or 4 key cards. 54 asks if North has the vQ.
HCP Makeable contracts
&|o|v]|a|NT
21 Nlal6171216ll6%says lhave vQand also &K.
5 3 s|a|s5]|7]2]|6
1 E -1 -1 -1-1| The only threat to declarer is a 4-0 trump break. If East has all
w — 1~ 1~ 1~ 1| 4 hearts then declarer cannot catch them but if West has all 4
hearts then declarer can catch them provided he starts by
playing the ace first.
A 106 Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
v A65
+Q10642 West North East South
£Q32 INT 2a
aK7 A932 2NT Pass 3 Pass
vKi8743 vQ2 3v All Pass
¢8 ¢ AKJ3
10864 »A975 West wants to play in 3¥ and only 3¥ and he achieves this by
AAQJ854 bidding 2NT (Lebensohl) and then over East’s forced 3& he
v 109 rebids 3¥ showing 0-10 and 6 hearts — a sign off.
4975
*KJ

If West bids 3% originally over 2a he is showing 5 hearts and
13+ points and forcing partner to bid game somewhere.

FOB - Sligo and Friends — Intermediate Tips — Thursday 18" May 2023




